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READER. 



MONG the many and 
jHQ grievous Errors we charge 




the Church of Rome •with, 
the •withholding from the 
Veople the Scriptures in the Vulgar 
Tongue, is not the leap. The Artifice 
of this hath been very learnedly and 
firmgly oppofed iy us, and the Cheat 

of 
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of it abundantly diftovered. And 
there cannot he a plainer Evidence of 
the Judgment of the Univerfal Church 
in this Matter, than the early and 
numerous Verjions of the Scriptures 
into all Vulgar Languages. For 
thus Thcodorct fpeaks^ That which 
was formerly uttered in Hebrew, is 
not only tranflatcd into the Lan- 
guage of the Grecians, but alfo the 
Romans, Egyptians, 'Pef/^ans, Indi- ' 
ans, Armenians, Scythians^ Sarmati' 
ans, and, in a XS^ord, into all the* 
Languages that are ufed by any Na-, 
tion. The fame is faid by others. 
This was done not by the blind Zeal 
of inconjiderahk Men, but the^ moji 
learned T)o6iors of the Church were 
concerned herein, Origen, Chry- 
foftome, St. Jerom, and others. 

But obferijing we have not any 
continued perfe£i Account of Tran- 
flations of the Bible into our own 
National Language, I purpofed to coU 



To the Reader." vii 

leSi what I bad ohferoed to lie fiat' 
fered up and down in our Hiftorians, 
and other Hitters relating thereunto. 
But being quickly removed to a ^lace 
where I had no JJJiJtance of Booksy 
hut what my /mall Study could afford 
me, I gofve over ny ^efign^ 'till 
finding in the Hiftoria Litcraria, an 
Effay on our Englifli Tranfiation of 
the Biblcy and taking it to he very 
iwperfeSly I looked over my Papers, 
intending to puhlifh them as an Ap- 
pendix to a 'Difiourfe cf our Church' Sy 
hut afterwards determined to venture 
them Abroad alone, to fee what En" 
tertainment they fhould meet with. 

I was induced to make them pub' 
licky not by the Solicitations of Friends^ 
or any of the commonly pretended Rea^ 
fans 5 but out of a natural Fondnefs 
Men ufually have for their own ^ro- 
du&xms^ thinking that all elfe fhould 
have the fame 5 and likewife a Hope 
that they might provoke fome one elfe 

to 
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to do ft to a much farther and het* 
ter ^urpofe than I have done, or can 
do ; and to communicate to the ^uh» 
lick their Ohfervations, that I have 
not met imth, or not attended to ^ 
to re£iify my MiftakeSj and fupply 
my deficiencies. Thofe, whofe Bu* 
finefs is only to carp and find Faulty 
I flail hejpeak in the Words and Tem^ 
per of Horace, 



Si quid novlfti redius ifti^, 



Gindidus imperti 3 fi non his utere 
mecum. 
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\ N E Thing cenfured by fhri 
^ Church of Rome in our Reipr- 
: mation, is, The committing ia 

_ \ much Heavenly Treafure to 

fuch rotten Veffels, the trufting fo much 
excellent Wine, to fuch tnufty Bottles ; t 
ihean, the Verfion of the Scriptures into the 
ufual Languages of the commoft People^ 
and the prdmifcuous Liberty indulged 
them thefcfn. This they charge as an In*^ 
novation of a datigerous Confequcnce. But 
the conftant Current of Antiquity does 
affirm the contrary, which plainly fliews^ 
B thac 
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' that the Church did neitb(?r innovate ixi this 
A& of Hcr's^ nor deviate thtrein fiom the 
Word oF God, or from the Ufiigc ofthcbeft 
and happieft Times of the Church of Chiift. 

The Word of God, no doubt, was com- 
mitted unto Writing, that it might be read 
by all that were to be direded and guided 
by it. The Scriptures of the Old Tijfament 
were firft written in Hebrew^ the Vulgar 
Language of the Jews^ and read unto 
them publickly ip their Synagogues every 
Sabhath Day^ A^s Kiii. 27. and xv. ai. 
The l<[ew lejlament was writ in Greeks the 
moft known and ftudicd Language of the 
Eaftern World, for the fame Realbn ; and 
written for this End and Purpofe, that Men 
might believe that Jefus is the Chrift, the 
Son of God, and that believing they might 
have Life in his Name, John xx. 31. But 
being that all the Faithful did not under- 
ftand thefe Languages, and that the Light 
of Holy Scripture might not be likened to 
a Candle hid under a Buftiel, it was thought 
good by many godly Men in the Primi- 
tive Times, to tranflate the fame into the 
Languages of the Countries in which they 
lived, or of which they had been Natives : 
Concerning which %heodoret (who lived in 
the Beginning of the fifth Century) ad 
Gr^c Inpd. Serm. 5, thus fpeaks ; TFe 
Chrtjiians are enabled tojhew the Power of 
Ai^ojlolick and Pro^hetkk Do£irtnes^ which 

havQ 
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iav&^iyd alt Countries under HeavetL-- Rr 
that which was formerly uttered in Hebrew, 
is wt only tranjlated into the Language y 
the Giaeciaos, hut alji of the Romans^ the 
Indian^^ Feifkns, Armenians, Scythians, 
Sarmalians, -/^Egyptians, and^ in a JVord^ in^ 
to aU the Languages that are ufed by any 
Natim. For the Sacred Writ being /the 
Foundation of the Chrifiian Religion, upon 
which they built the whole Syftem of their 
Morality and Doftrine, and which the Chri- 
Itians were obliged to read both in Publick 
axid Private; the feveral Churches of the 
Woa;id coi^ld not be long without fuch Tran- 
ilations^ as might be undcrftood by every 
Body. 

Not to mention other Places, this was 
dooe here in England^ by Jdelm or jdld^ 
helm thQ firft Bifbop of Sherborne who 
tranikted. the Fialter into the Saxon Tongue, 
about th€ Year 706. T?his ^<?/iW, in his 
Book d€ jf(irginitate^ praifes the Nuns to 
whom, he writ, that fkudying the Holy 
Scriptures, they had raanifefted their In- 
duftry and Towardlinefs in the daily read- 
ing of them. And Bed^fj 1. ^. c. 5. ad jirmo 
654. teJHs us how Aidan (a Scotch Bilhop, 
who promoted Cbriftianity in the Kingdom 
of Northumberlandy in the Reign of King 
OJwald^ and fixed his See in Holy I/land) 
took Care that all thofe that travelled with 
him, whether Clergy or Laity, Ihould 

B 2 Ipcnd 
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lj)cnd a confiderablc Part of their Time in 
reading the Holy Scriptures : And the 
Saxon Homilks exhort the People with great 
Earneftnels, to the frequent Perufal of the 
Scriptures ; and inforce the Advice from the 
great Benefit of that Exercile. At this 
Time of Day the Bible was not accounted 
a dangerous Book ; it was not lock'd up in 
an unknown Tongue, or kept under Re- 
ftraint, or granted with Faculties and Dif- 
penfations. In thofe Days there was a 
Tranflation of the Scriptures extant in the 
Vulgar Language, otherwife it had been 
impoffible for the Women to have ftudied 
them, when the Knowledge of the Latin 
Tongue was fo rare in thofe' Days, that few 
of the Clergy underftood it; and tbis Adelm 
was the firft of our EngUjh Nation who 
wrote in Latin \ having been educated at 
Romi and in France. He wrote a Letter 
to Egbert (whom they alfo called Ehfridy 
Eadfrid^ and EckfridJ Biftiop of Landisfern^ 
extant in Wharton'^ Au£iarinin Hi ft. Dog- 
mat. Ufferij^f. 35^ J ^^ which he exhorts 
him, that for the common Benefit and Ufe 
of all People, the Scriptures might be put 
into the Vulgar Language, which Butler in 
his Book againft the Vulgar Tranflation, 
fays he did. And Archbiftiop U/her^ in his 
Hifioria Dogmatica^ c. 5. tells lis, that the 
Saxon Tranflation of the Evangelifts done 
|)y Egbert J without Diftinftion of Chapters, 
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Was in the Poffcffion of Mr. Roh. Bqwye¥. 

JVharton in his Anglia Sacra^ fan i • f^ ^95^ 
relates how this Egbert writ, for the Ufe ot 
St. Cuthberty ivhilft he was with him ill 
his Monaftcry, a very fair Copy of the 
Four Evangelifts in Latin 5 which EtheU 
^qU his Succeffor beautified with Gold and 
Precious Stones, to which AUred a Frieft 
adddd a Saxon Interlineary Tranflation, to 
be feen in Cottoffs Library. Egbert dyed 
Anno 711. J ■ ' 

Bedey who flouriflied about the Begirii 
ning of the Eighth Century, ^ent his whole 
Time in Study and Devotion, wrote a 
great many Trads: his laft is faid to be the 
Tranflation of St. John'^ Gofpel into JS/g*- 
Ujh ; and Jfferius tells us, the laft Sentence 
was finiftied, when he was expiring. Bii 
Cuthbert in his Letter concerning his Death, 
recorded in his Life, fays, )ie went no fer-» 
ther than thefe Words, But what are thojk 
among Jo many^ John vi. p. Fox tells us, 
out of the Preface before the ancient Bibles, 
that Eede tranflated the whole Bible, into 
the Saxon Tongue : And Caius\x\. his Book 
de Antiq. Cantab. I. i . relates the lame. 
Bale fays he tranflated the Goipel of St. 
John^ the Pfaker^ and other Books of the 
Holy Scriptures into Englijh. 

Ingulf hus is his Hiftory, Cent. i. c. 83. 
makes mention of St. GutJhIaclis Pfalter : 
He lived at the fame Time with Adelm^ 

was 
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.was the fitll SaHdn Anchoret: ; and gave CH>- 
j^dioQ to the foundiog. tj[>e MomaiteFy. of 
(troylami hj Etheilbakl Kifcg^.of Jfefisir^wr^ in 
nbe Place vrfierc he had eredcd his GcH. 
Lambert m Rejpm. ad 26. j&t. Efif. fayi, 
he few his ^fcdter m iht: Saxan Tofigkit, 
ansong the Rceoids belongli^ ta the Abby 
tii Croyikmd^. And there is to the Publicly 
library in Csnibridgey a .TmnflatioQ of the 
^frbm^ in Latm and .^a»^w\ :ind astother 
very old LMtn Tranflation, with, .ai> Intcr-^ 
Ihirary S(txon ¥01(1011 ioi ^.Adb. C^^tfs 
Library, in the iame Chftlaider with the 
Charter of King Ethelkald^^ beaming: I>ate 
jinno y^6j as- Archbilhop U/btr t€tlii. us^ 
J^. Dog.fK S04. • - 

King A^redj in hid Lettci to Wulfjig Bi- 
fiiop of London; prefixed to his' Txaiwation 
of Gregory the Great's Pa/itfr'aly obfcrvej 
that the Bible written iti HehreWy wap 
tfanflatcd ifato Greek and. Latm ; and tbw 
all Gitiftendom had ibme Part of the In^ 
j(pired- Writings turned into their own 
£.anguage- F<ir this Reaibn be cawfed to 
be tranflated iHt Old and New "fe^anmnt 
into the Etiglijh Tongue- . He undertook 
the Tranflation of the Book of Pfalms him- 
felf, but dyed j4nno poo. when it was 
about half finiftied. This was publilhed 
with the L^i>2 Interltneary Text, by John 
Spelman in ^artOy London i 6^d. There is 
^Ifo another S(Jixvn Interlineary Tranflation 

of 
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of the Pfalter in the Library at Lawhetb^ 
which feems to be little later than the Time 
of King Jlfred. And that we may fee 
how ftrong that King's Inclinations were to 
provide for the Security of Religion, and 
to promote the Happinels of his People j 
he informs Widfjig that he had a Defign that 
all the EngTtfh \^\io had any thing of Cix^ 
cumftances, or Sufficiency, fliould be obli^- 
ged to educate their Children to read Engllfbt 
before they put them to any Trade; and if 
they intended to have them preferr*d to aoy 
Decree of Notice and Confideration, they 
Ihould get them inftrufted in Latin. Seve- 
ral other Tranflations of the P Calms were 
made afterwards, and of the New T'ejia^ 
ment. One of the laft in the Saxon Tongue 
Archbifliop Vjher informs us, is in Een^ 
net CoUcge Library j and that another old 
Saxon Tranflation of the Four Evange- 
lift§, was printed at London Anno iS7^f 
wherein the leveral Portions appointed to 
be read on Sundays and Holy-Days, were 
marked out. Such was the Care of the 
Church of England then, to inftruft the 
People committed to Her Charge in Matters 
of Religion ; that as often as there was any 
confidcrable Change made in the Vulgar 
Tongue, there wiere made new Tranflations 
of the Scriptures, Offices, and Homilies 
for the Publick, fo far was Ihe from think- 
ii^^g Ignorance to be the Mother of Devotion. 

For 
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For a Proof of this, Mr. Wharton offers at 
Saxon EngUJh Manufcript in Lambeth Li-t 
brary, wiierein are contained fourteen Ho- 
milies, feveral other Treatifes, the Lord's 
l^rayer, the Apoftles Creed, with large Ex- 
planations, in a Dialed very different from 
the old Saxon^ but Ibmcwhat near to out 

$refcnt EngUjhy as it was fpoken after the 
Gorman Invafion : Arid he looks upon 
thofe various Readings coUefted frorti four 
Manulcripts, which Spelman publifbed With 
JllfreJt^ Pfalter^ to be fo many different 
Tranflations. 

Baky Script. Brit. cent. i. c. ly. relates 
how King Athelfian caufed the Holy Scrip- 
tures to be tranflated out of the Hebrew^ 
into the Englljh Saxon Tongue by certain 
y^wsy who ('tis probable) had been con- 
verted to Chriftianity, and quotes Malmes^- 
hury for a Witnefs. This Archbifliop Vper" 
places to the Year ^30. 

Elfrk or Elfred Abbot of Malmeshury^ 
and ^afterwards Anno p^^. Archbifliop of 
Canterbury y tranflated the ^entateuch^ Jo^ 
jhuuy Judith^ Part of the Books of Klngs^ 
He per y znA Maccabees \ he dyed 1006. He 
hath a Preface before the Book of Gene-^ 
fisy in which he anfwcrs that common Ob- 
jeftion .againft tranflating the Scriptures, 
taken from the evil Ufc unlearned and igno-* 
rant Perfons may make of them. Afid al-- 
tho* the Latin Tongue was then generally 

ufed 
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X^cd in Divine Offices, yet the Tyranny of* 
the Ei,omjt) Church had not then fo far pre- 
vailed, as to detain the People in a brutilh 
Ignorance ; but that the whole Order of 
Divine Service might be underftood by all, 
the' Miflal was publij(hed with Latin ott 
one Side, and Englijh (that is the Saxon) 
oh the other, one of which is preferved in 
Rennet College Library in Cambridge^ 
The Five Books of Mojes^ y^J^^^y J^^g^^j 
of^^Hc^s Tranflation, Primate U/ber tells 
us* are preferved in Cotton's Library ; as 
there is alio a P falter with feveral Hymns 
of the Old and j!^ew 7'ejlamentj with the 
Apoftles and Athanafian Creed, with an 
linglip Interlincary Tranflation. The Book 
was written jinno 104^, as it is noted at 
the latter End of it. 

Certainly, whatever the Komanijis may 
imagine the Tranflation of the Scriptures, 
and their Offices, were no Icfs neceffary to 
the Clergy, than the common People* The 
Pricfts Lips, fay they, fliould keep Know- 
ledge, and the People fliould feek the Law 
at his Mouth; depend upon him with an 
implicit Faith, and a blind Devotion : But 
what if the Priett neither underftands the 
iScriptures nor his Prayers ? Then, if ever, 
the Blind leads the Blind* At this Time 
teaming was at a very low Ebb, as is ma- 
nifeft from Iting jilfreSs Letter to Biftiop 
f^ulffig in Mr. Wharton'^ Au^iaritm. ii- 
' . * C deed 
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aced (fays he) Knowledge is fb entirely 
vaniftied from the Englifhy that there arc 
very few of the Clergy on this Side of the 
Humber^ that can either tranflate a Piece of 
LaUn^ or fb much as underftand their com- 
mon Prayers, io as to give the Meaning of 
them in their Mother Tongue. Nay, they 
were fo few that he could not find one that 
could do it on the South of the TToames when 
he began to reign. And Mathew ^arls in the 
Life of the Conqueror fays, Clertci quoque 
& Ordinati adeo Ttheratura carehant^ ut ^^- 
teris ejpnt Jiuporiy qui Grammaticam didl- 
ciffent. To this Degree of Ignorance they 
were funk, that the Latin was become an 
unintelligible Language. 

Long before fVtckM^'s Tranflation fome 
Hundred Years, (as vho. James conjeftures, 
Cor. Fa. p. 225.) came forth a Tranflation 
of the whole Bible in EngUJh^ whereof they 
have three Copies in Oxford^ one in the 
Publick "Library, one in Chrifi Church Li- 
brary, and the other in Queen's College. 
This Archbifhop JJjher pbces to the Year 
lapo. Before it is a large Preface, and in 
it theTranflator treats of the Authority and 
Ufe of the Holy Scriptures, reckons the Ca- 
nonical Books according to the Hebrews:, 
tells us how he had compared feveral Co- 
pies, conlulted the Expofitions of the Fa- 
thers, and the Gloffes of learned Men ; 
recommends the Study of them to all, boch 

Men 
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Men and Women, to the Learned and Un- 
learned ; and laments the Obftinacy of the 
Clergy, in oppoling it : He fays, they dote 
that condemn the tranflating the Scriptures 
into the Mother Tongue, fince they were 
written for our Learning, and C^r//? com- 
manded that the Gofpel fhould be preached 
to all Nations j and there had been innume- 
rable Tranflations made in moft of the 
known Languages. This Tranflation Mr. 
Wharton in his Au^anum ad Anno 1 25KD 
believes to be erroneoufly adfcribed to Wickr^ 
lijff^j in all the Manufcripts that he had feen, 
thofe Infcriptions, he judges, were after ad- 
ded by unwary Readers, who meeting with 
an Anonymous Tranflation, immediately fa- 
thered it upon fVickUffl whofe Name was fa- 
mous amongft the EngUjh Interpreters ; and 
rather thinks it belongs to T^revifa. About 
the Year 1340 Richard Ham^ole made an 
Englifh Tranflation of the PJalms^ and com- 
menting upon thofe Words of the ^falmijfy 
And take not the Word of thy 7ruth ut^ 
terly out of my Mouthy Pfal. cxix. 43, de- 
clared his Judgment concerning the Ne- 
ceflity of the Scriptures in the Vulgar Lan- 
guage. 

Richard Fitz-Ralph^ commonly called 
ArmachanuSy is faid to have tranflated the 
Bible into Irlfh : He was firft Archdea- 
con of Litchfeldj then made Chancellor of 
Qxfordy and afterwards promoted to the 

C z Arch- 
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Archbilhoprick of Armagh in Irelandy Anno 
1347. and died Anno 13(^0. 

About the fame Time John ^hurshy 
Archbifhop of Tork^ a Prelate of great Pietj^ 
and Learning, publiihed a Manual in Eng-^ 
lijh for the Inftrudion of his Diocefe ^ 
11^ % an Expofition upon the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandments ^ 
wherein he condemns the Prelates and Cler- 
gy, who then began to withhold the Ufe of 
thf Scriptures from the People* He died 
Anno 1373. 

. John Trevi/hy Vicar of Berkley in Corn^ 
wally at the Defirc of his Patron the Lord 
Berkley y tranflated the Old and New Tejia-^ 
went into the Englifh Tongue. This Arch^ 
jbifliop UJher places to the Year 13(^0, but 
Mr. Wbartony with better Realbn, to 1387. 
This did not bring him under any Perfecu- 
tion ; for notwithftanding he liv'd almoft 
Ninety Years, we do not find him difturb- 
ed for any Singularities of Opinion, as 
^ey were then counted. He died 13^7. 

God alfo ftirred up Wtckliffto tranflate 
the l^me again out of the Latin of St. Je^ 
rom^ into the Englifh of thpfe Tiroes, about 
the Year 1380, the Saxon Tongue being 
not then commonly underftood. He fet a 
large Preface before it, in which he reflefted 
fbverely on the Corruptions of the Romifh 
Clergy, and condemned the worftiippiiig of 
faints and JnlageS| denied the <^orporal 

Pre- 
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Prdencc of Cfarrft's Body m' the S^crarment^ 
and exhorted all People to' the Sttdj of the 
Scriptures. His Bible, with his Preficc, wdd 
well received by a great many; who ^ere 
led into thefe 0|)iiiion^ rather by the Im* 
preffibns which common Senfc and pl^h 
Reafoh made on theni, than by any dcc|J 
Speculation or Study. 

JfVickJifl commonly called the Apbftli 
of En^lffrrdj wal one of the moft emincilB 
Divines of his Time, la^s Kn^Miy Pro-s 
feflbr of Divinity in Oxford^ and preferred 
i6 the Watdeflftiip of Cmterh4iy Gbllcge 
by the Founder AVchbilBop ^%v *itit >Vas 
afterwards tiiimed out by ArchbiftiojJ Mng^ 
bdm\ who alio got an Order from Kihg 
Richard the ad. to the Uhivertity to baniiBi 
IhxvDty Which it complied \<rith. PTrckJif 
bciiig thus ptrfetured, and his DoftrineS 
condemned by a ISynod at London^ went in- 
to Bobeniiay but aftetwards returned inft6 
England^ add lived the Remainder of his 
Time, and die^ undifturbed « his Parrfh 
oi Lutterworth in Leicefierjhire^ Anno 1 384. 
His Bones were dug up Forty Years after, 
and ordered to be burnt, by k Decrte of 
the Council of 'Con/iance^ ' and his Alhes . 
call into the next Khrtx Jtino 1428, think- 
i&g thereby tp dimn attd obliterate hi$ 
MeihOfy. 

Agdinft this Tnanflation (after it *id 
tJeefa widened to be1itttiit)^/ftr, Ji Frahcifi. 

can« 
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can, wrote his Ttcatife Anno 1401, where- 
in he alledges, that che promifcuous Ufe of 
the Scriptures hath been a great Occafion 
of Errors and Hcrefies, and therefore they 
ought to be withheld from the People. 
About the fame time one SlUhy preached a 
Sermon at PauV% Crofi before the Biftiop 
of London on this Subjeft : He was oppo- 
Icd by ibme, who objeded to him the Au- 
thority of many learned Men j among the 
reft oiHampok before mentioned. They al- 
io applied to him that Saying of St PatiVs 
to Elymas the Sorcerer, ABs xiii. 10. O 
fuU of Subtlety and all Mifchkfy thou Child 
of the Devily thou Enemy of all Rtghteouf- 
nefs^ wilt thou not ceafe to pervert the right 
Ways of the Lord ? 

Fox^ in his Preface before his Edition of 
the Saxon Gofpels, printed Anno 1571, tells 
us ; that in a Parliament in the Reign of 
Richard the 2d. a Bill was brought in for 
prohibiting all Bibles in the EngUjb Tongue, 
but was thrown out : John Duke of Lan^ 
cafery a Favourer of JVicldiff^ inveighed 
Iharply againft it, faying. We will not be 
the Dregs (the Tail) of all Mankind, fee- 
ing other Nations have the Law of God 
(which is the Rule of our Faith) in their 
own Tongues ; which (with an Oath) he 
faid he would maintain againft thofe that 
brought in the Bill. Others added, that if 
the Gofpcl in the Englijb wa? the Caufe of 

Errors 
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Errors and Herefies in the World ; let them 
confider that there were more Heriticks 
amongft the Latins^ than amongft thofe that 
ufed any other Tranflation ; for the Popes 
Decrees reckon xip Sixty-Six Hereticks that 
ufe the Latin. This Primate Ujber places 
to the Year i35?o. 

Anno 1 3p4. Ann Sifter to JVenceJlaus King 
of Bohemia^ and Queen to Richard the ad. 
King of England^ died; at whole Funeral 
7'homas Arundel^ at that Time Archbiftiop 
of Tbrk^ made her Funeral Oration ; in this 
he efpecially commended her, for that flie, 
tho* a Foreigner (a Bohemian) conftantly 
ftudied the Four Gofpels, which ftie read . 
in the Englijh Tongue, with fome learned 
Comments thereon. 

It feems there were then extant, various 
Tranllations of the Bible, and that feveral 
others befides WickUj^ had undertaken that 
Work. Sa then it is no Innovation to tran- 
flate the Scriptures ; and lefs to fuffer thofe. 
Tranllations to be promilcuoully read by all 
Sorts of People. It was, we know, fe- 
verely imputed to the Scribes and Pharilees 
by our Saviour, that they took from the 
People the Key of Knowledge, by their 
falfe Glofles and Interpretations, Luke xi. 
52 ; but they never attempted what hath 
been fince pradiled by the Church of Bome^ 
to take away the Ark of the Tcftamcnt it- 

felf, and cut off not only the Efficacy, but 

the 
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tt»c very Pq^pflJioQ of ,the .^V^r^ of God 
|rop[i ^ )Peppl,e ; ^ if tliey yverc fo afrai^ 
they i^hould uaderftand ^txem', that tlicy 
4ate not buffer thciji lb .much as to' be ac- 
Q.ijaii»tediiKijh,thein. For in the Year 1407, 
£js ^ftfhbiihop .f^^r, 140^, fays /LTcb- 
bifliop Parliery 1 408, fays JJinpood and Co^ 
Uffry j^rfiifdel Afcj^btihop f(f Canterbury in a 
^ynod held^.t-OA/^rjC^ to giye a Chcgk to the 
Erpgreis qf tl?e LolhrJs., decreed J(i tncfe 
"W^ords, Can. 7. It is a dangerous Things as 
^, Jerom ajfures us, to tranjlate the Scri$- 
tnresy Jt .being very difficult in a J^erfionip 
^*P ^^4S '" ^^^ Sunfe of the Injpired JVr%- 
fen ; Jar iy the Confejfion of the fame Fa- 
fkfry ^ehad mifiaken the Meaning ofjeverd 
Texts. fVe theiefore coufiitute and ord^i/f, 
that if om fhf^^e^hrwt^rd no un~authprized 
Pfr/on jb^^^tran/late a^ Part of Holy Scrip- 
ture , into EngVl-h, or any other Language^ 
tmd^rjmy Form of Book, or Treatije ; neither 
Jhe^U. any fuch JBooky Treati/e, or Verfiotiy 
jpade. either in WickUff'j 7;/»ff, or fnce^ or 
ya^icb -her^aftpr fkaU. he made^ be read either 
fn f^hple or in Party Puhlickly or Privately j 
tftfder the Penalty of the Greater . Excar^mu~ 
■picafimy till thefatd I'rapfiatipnjball be ap* 
f roved either by the Bifhpp pf the X>'ioctfey pr 
a .Provincial Council-, as pccajion fhaU fe~ 
giiire. Atfd-mhojoevfrjhall-^do contrary here~ 
mntOy fhall ,be :P»f*iJhedas.^n^Enc,o,^rager of 
Here- 



H^refies Md Errors. Whereupon eofiied 
grievqiiS ^Rerfecutions. 

'The Words feem to intimate, that thcrtf 
WQVt EngUlp TranlJatipM of the Bible mord 
anticftt than that of fFlehf^, and that the 
Ufe of , them had never been by any Layr 
prqbibited before. Gafcoign in his Didio* 
nary^akes this Obfcrvatioh on the maiiaer 
of Jtruf^ckFs Death ; that he was feia'd with 
a .Diftember in his Tongue^ fb that he 

.cbuld neither IwalloW nor fpcfafc for ibmtf 
Days before he died, which many looked 
udsp as a Judgment upon him for pot iuSer^ 
ing the Scriptures to be read in his Time» 

The reading of WicTdiff^s Tranflation wa* 
prohibited^ as appears by this Canon ^ not 
(imply as ^ Verfion in the Vulgar Tongue, 
but as difapproved by the Church, becaufe 
the Tranljator was not thought to have ren- 

. derfed the Original faithfully j and according 
to the full Import and true Meaning of the 
Text., pt at leaft becaufe it wai not a Work 
of! Authority, it being not thought conve- 
nient to allow every private Perfbn the Li- 
ber^' Qf.tranflating the Scriptures. Arch-- 
WStiqi^ Jtri0hd^ly one would think, could 

.,pot he of Opinion, that it was fimply un- 
iawful'ta render, or to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures iji the Vulgar Tongue j becaufe he 
had juftly applauded Queen j4nn for read- 

.it|g them (as was before obferv'd) and in 

\ t^oie veiry Conftitutions which prohibit the 

D reading 
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reading of Wicklif^s Books, or any other 
Vcrfion by Perfbns unauthorized, it is de- 
clared, this Prohibition Ihould oaly con- 
tinue in Force, 'till fuch Trajaflatipn fiibuld 
be approved by a Provincial Council,' or 
the Bifliop of the Diocefe ; which fuppofes 
in the Judgment of that Prelate, there 
might be Realbn why fuch Tranflatipn 
ftiould be approved, when faithfully, done, 
and by Perlbns duly authorized to that end. 

About this Time Pope Jkxander the jth 
condemned all Tranflations of the Scriptures 
in the Vulgar Tongue, of whom it was 
prophefied, that in the Year i4by one 
fliould arif^, that fliould perfecute the Go- 
fpel, Epiftles, and Faith of Chrift. 

Stow records, that Reginald Peacoefiy Bi- 
fliop of Chichejier^ fpent many Years in 
tranflating the Scriptures into EngUjhy for 
which (amongft other Heretical. Opinions) 
he was profecuted by the Bilhops, and de- 
prived of his Stt Anna 1457^ But Mn 
Wharton in his AuSlartum^ p. 444.' fays, this 
is a manifeft Miftake, whereas there is no 
Mention of any thing of this in the Cata- 
logue of his Writings, publiftied by himfelf 
a little before his Death. Neither doth any 
thing of this appear in the Articles exhi- 
bited againft him, which would not have 
been omitted, it being a Crime condemned 
in the Synod at Oxford^ in the Beginning 
of this Century by Archbifhop Jrundet. 
■ ' '^ '• Never- 



Ncvcrthelels he taught they ought to be 
tranflated for the Ufe of all, as appears from 
feveral Places in his Writings ; that they 
are a Privilege and Right of every Mem- 
ber of the Chriftian Church, which cannot, 
without Impiety to God, and Injuftice to it 
and them, be taken away and impeach'd, 
tho* fome ftiould make a wrong Ufe of 
them ^ and exhorts all to the diligent Read- 
ing of them. 

Men and Women were now frequently 
delated (amongft other Articles) for read- 
ing the New ^ejiament in Englifb^ condem- 
ned by the Church, and delivered over to 
the Secular Magiftrate to be punilhed. But 
this did not produce the defigned £ffeA« 
This Cruelty was looked on as an Evidence 
of a weak Caufe; this Method wrought on- 
ly on Peoples Fears, and made them more 
cautious and referved, but did not at all 
work on their Reafons or Affcdions. The 
Corruptions of the Church of Ronie in her 
Worfhip and Doftrine were luch, that a 
very fmall Proportion of common Scnfe, 
but with a tranfierit Look on the New Tejia-- 
ment^ dilcover'd them, and laid open the 
Impoftures with which the World had been 
abufedf 

On the ipreading of Luther % Doftrine in 
the Reign of King ^//ry the 8th, IVilllam 
Xytidal alias Hickins.^. bred lirft in Oxford^ 
$hen \\x Cambridge^ being molcftcd and 

P * Ycxe(| 
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<f6uiit 6f Rcligiori, was forced td iatvt the 
R^aftri, and ttavelkd into the farthei' Pattsr 
of Germamy where he cortvetfcd with Lu^ 
thiir iiid other learned Men of thofe Piirts. 
4^er fbme Time he came down into thtf 
ifetherlanitsy and fixed at Antwerp ; where, 
cbhfidering with himfelf how to redvrce \\\% 
^Brethren and Country-meti of England to 
the lame State and Underftanding of GodV 
Holy Wofd and Truth, which the Lbrd 
Had endued hini withal, thought no Way 
pr IMiSii ntore likely to conduce thereitnfo, 
thin if the Scriptures were tranflated into 
the Vulgar Tongue, that the poor People 
rtiTght alfo read and fee the plain Word of 
God. Whereupon he began with the Uew 
Je^atJieftt^ and, with the I^elp of one John 
tfplhy tranflated it out of the Greek OxU 
gifiai, Finiflied, Printed, and Pubiiflicd it ; 
to which he added fbrtie Ihort Gioifes. 
t'ryth was bred at Cambridge^ where he 
riiade a eonfiderable Proficiency in the Z^- 
tin and Greek Languages. His Parts and 
Improvements made hini taken Notice of by- 
Cardinal fVolfey^ who designed him, with 
Ibriie bthet Perfofis of Ethinejnce, for hlsf 
new Foundation of Cifer/Y/'srChurch in Oje'-^ 
foird\ but in July 1552, h^ was burnt in 
^Mthfield for an Hefetiek, This is the 
flrli Time thfc Holy Scrfjjtlifes were fjrint- 
0. ih BiigJipj (and that w4S only the Mtw 



fijhm^f) boc written €o|fres ttereo^ of 
^Vi^^G^ T/an£ttaio% there were long be^ 
l^d^ and m^ : TUcsif^l^iaad m ixmt 
Wt^iei^ ¥^n^i pmts^pr 2it Mumi^rm^B oD 
y^t'^rps afe^c tb^d Tear^ i-i^s^^^ &t in 
1^8' Ye^r Catdiiial ^i^ and^ the Biftbft 
^otifulfied feg@^i^ Ibr the pflshibiting. the 
}<f€W feflainmt <!^ir^MJkr»Titafbttio]i tD bd 
leaid, and ^l^ikdi a 7i?i^ttii»oiB ^amft k 
ib ^Ufhdr Dit>(5«fMjf' aHedgiag^ thiat fomc 
<:/tlMhvt% FoUbwwi l^d erroaeoufly craiu* 
ilflittfd the Nt^ ^ejhffmntf and had corrapt-* 
cd «6tf Word <^ God, by a. falfe Tra«ifla- 
CkHi^ and Heretical Glc^a : therefore they 
i^e^fiired all loctftnbentd to charge all withiA 
their PafrfflieBi, that had any of thefe, to 
bring chem in to 6he Yicat General, withki 
Thirty Days after that Bremonitiorr, iindei 
Che Fains of Exccfmniunication, amd incur-^ 
^g the Sufpiclort of Mcrcfy. This Year 
alft) 7'i>njial BilhO]^ of L^ndon^ and Sir fho. 
JM^r^e bought up almoft the whole Impref- 
fion, And burnt them at ^auN Grofs. 
This firfl Tranfl&ff ion of T'yndaV^^ Garrat 
(Ah^ Garrard) Curate of /^/•Z^iw (after- 
wards burnt for Hetefy) difp»fed in London 
and Oxford amongft the Scholars. 
. After this Ty^dal took in hand, to tran- 
flate ihe Old fejlamfnpj and finilhing the 
Five Books of Mojis^ with Prologues pre- 
fixed before every one, and minding to print 

{h? iatne at Hamhorottgh^ failed thither- 
ward; 



t 
( 



ward ; but, by the Way, on the Coaft of 
Holland fufered Shipwreck, where he loft 
all his Books, Writings, and Copies, which 
doubled his Pains. He came In another Ship 
to Hamboraughy where he lighted on the 
Help of Miles CoverddUy ^ Torkfblre Man 
born, who had fome time been Fryer of the 
Order of St. Aufiiny but bring Convinced of 
the Errors and Superftition of that Church 
and Fraternity, went into G^ri»^»y, and for 
themoft Part lived at fuUng^ an Univerfity 
belonging to the Duke of Sasfony^ where he 
received the Degree of Dodor ; but return- 
ing into England the firft Year of King 
"Edward the 6th, and growing into great 
Efteem for Piety and diligent Preaching, 
he was madfe Bilhop of Exeter jipno 1551. 
In Qiicen Marfs Time he was taken into 
Cuftody, and there remained a confiderable 
Time ; but at. the. Interceffion of the King 
of Denmark^ he was fct at Liberty, and per- 
mitted to go beyond Sea : Settling at Ge^ 
neva^ he there became io fond of Calvin^ 
and his Opinions, that upon his Return un- 
der Queen Elizabeth^ tho' he aflilted at the 
Confecration of Archbilhop Parker ^ yet he 
refufed to conform to the Liturgy and Ce-.. 
remonies, and not . returning to his Bi- 
flioprick, fettled himfelf in London^ and 
there leading a private Life, died a very 
old Man, and was buried in St. Magnus 
Church n?ar London Brjdge. Thjs Man 

afliftc4 



^ 



affifted Tyndal in tfanflating the whole FiVc 
'E66k& of Mb/es. from Eafier 'tHIX' December^ 
a^iit'the Year iji^p, and they w.ent lafely 
ihpugh thci/ Work: ' 

--''•^ij/'sTjrSinfliation of the New ^eftanteM 
"hka- great ' Authority and Influence j of 
whiqhthe Bilhojis. made great Complaints, 
'kitd'feid it was full of Errors. Abd tonftd 
I3slng at Jtifwerp in the Yesir ijap, as hb 
fetufned firofli his Embafly ,at the Treatir 
oi 'Cqihbrayy fent for one Aujlin Packington^ 
zH^ M^giijb Mcrchmt there, and dcfired him 
to ice how many New Tefiamehts ofTyndaPs 
Tyanflation. he . might have for Money. 
Pachihgfon^ who was a fecret Favourer of 
Tyndal^ told him what the Biftiop propofcd. 
Jyndal was very glad of it, for beirjg fen- 
fible of fome Faults in his Work, ;he was 
dcfighing a new and more correft Edition ; 
but wanting Money, and the former ImpreC- 
'fipn Jbeing not fold off, he. could not go 
about it. So he gave ^ackington all the 
Copies that lay in his Hands, for which the 
"Bifliop paid the Price^ brought them over, 
'^fld burnt them publickly in Cheapjide. 
* '[This CoUier cjjls an odd Story, and makes 
this Rcfleftion on it : TYiMs Pachington 
.. cheated Biihop Tonfial of his Money, and 
" fT)^/^/ received it.' €0. Ec}:l^.m/i. FqL 

' The Burning of thefe Book's had fuch an 

tiitefii! Appearance in it, beiftg gcneralTy 
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j^^d.thc Buwin^ ©f the Word , of Q^* 
t^t Pcpplfi corK^lu^ed from thenq,e,".i^i^ 
jtlier.e mwft'pj? » yifiBle Contrariety i)«\^ew» 
this Book, ah5 thc'Doftrigps of thefe/^jjp 
jCp .ufedjti jby sy-bich both their PnyH^icc 
-^ainft ihe cGlergyi^, and iKcir Dcfire ef i-g^i^cjr 

.' Ufion-ffeis, gf>?rf(»/ revved his Tranflation 
^f the Nrf Xffiimsi^'t^ corrected it, and 
..^uisA it-agsmtp-bp^riiHcd, _^mw ij^o. 
The BQQte,.:&wihe4 Vfr.c privately feat 

jTM/itms JPMm*"fi Mejcwnts, and another 
"yoiiog Mot, ,.and were .received and di& 
■^cftd by ithcm.;, for .wtu<fh having bq.?n 
fafcca.up i>y.-sfeeBifliojjpf £cK(/(w, they were 
^ai^dgfidiin ,the5tflf-<^anjber, Sir Thorns 
]Mire beittg ,then X-prdiC^nc^qr, ..tq.^He 
.wuhtheir.Kaee8io.tlie.HQrfc!.'!Cail,,lwyii»g; 
)$apcrs on. their -JHe^ds, s^XhzNew Te^a- 
^pten^j and.other Book^, ■.^v;hich they "fc^ 
4!lperfcd, -to be-hapged stboptthem, an^f ^t 
^the Standard jn . <7^fftfg/?i?^, th^felvcs tp 
ihrow them ,il)fp,p 5'irp made for that pur- 
.pofc, aniih^n .to.be Jined at .the Jtiqg^s 
„KeaiCurc,. whjc^ feri^Uce -(hey obfervedj 
..the Fmev,re^,ljpen th^pi jvashefvy epough> 
,1.8840 Pound?,,^n|d, lo^^gawie- . _ 
. ,At tl\e -^pve. Tinif Cpn^tttiae., .one of 
^yndal's Affeciates, being talceh in £j}^}andy 
,.,^8 L,or^,Qhaff(;eUor |4?^ir^iaa -private Exa- 

",^,fliin«i]an>.'^ci?niii^r;^ha^,rfi)?L8 ^^\^^^ 
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done him, if he would reveal who encoii-* 
raged and fupportcd them at Antwerf \ 
which he accepted of, and told him, that 
the greatcft Encouragement they had, was 
from the Biftiop of London^ Who had bought 
up half the Impreffion. 

When the Clergy condemned TyndaFs 
Tranflation of the Neu^ T'ejiament^ they de- 
clared, they intended to fet out a new Tran- 
flation of it, which many thought was truly 
never defigned, but only pretended, that 
they might reftrain the Curiofity of feeing 
TyndaFs Works, with the Hopes of one 
that fliould be authorized. For on the 
!i4th of May 1530, there was a Form of a 
Writing drawn and agreed to by Archbilhop 
Warharn^ Chancellor More^ Biftiop Tbnftal^ 
and maiiy Canonifts and Divines, which 
every Incumbent was commanded to tead 
to his Parilh, as a Warning to prevent the 
Contagion of Hercfy ; the Contents of 
which were, (as far as concerns this Bufi- 
nefs) That the King having called toge- 
ther many of the Prelates, with other learned 
Men out of both Univcrfities, to examine 
fome Books lately fet out in the EfJgUJb 
Tongue, they had agreed to condemn them, 
as containing feveral Points of Hcrefy ia 
them ; and it being propofed to th^m, whe- 
ther it was neccffary to fet forth the Scrip- 
tures in the Vulgar Tongue, they were of 
Opinion, that tho' it had been Ibmctimes 

E done, 
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done, and the Holy Fathers of the ChurcEi 
thought meet and convenient to put them 
into the common Peoples Hands, yet at 
this Time it was not neceffary ; and that 
the King and the Prelates, in not fiifFcring 
the Scriptures to be divulged and commu- 
nicated to the People in the Engttjh Tongue, 
did well ; but that the King would caufe 
the New 7ejiament to be by learned Men 
faithfully and purely tranflated, to the in- 
tent he might have it in his Hand«, ready 
to give to his People, as he might fee their 
Manners and Behaviour meet, apt, and 
convenient to receive the fame. 

This Year alfo the Biftiops had procured 
of the King a Proclamation to be fct forth 
for the prohibiting and abolilhing ©f divers 
Books, amongft which is the New T'ejiament 
of TyndaL 

Tyndal having difpofed his Bufincfs at 
Hamboroughy and returned to Antwerp^ pro- 
ceeded in tranflating the Old Jejiament^ and 
did as far as Nehemiah inclufively, but tran- 
flated none of the Prophets, fave Jonah^ 
being prevented by Death. Probably he 
rcndred the Old Tejiament out of the Latin^, 
having little or no Skill in the Hebrew^ 
None will deny that many Faults needing 
Amendment are found in his Tranflation^ 
which is no Wonder to thofe that confider, 
I/?, That fuch an Undertaking was not a 
Task for a Man, but Men. %dly^ tyndal be- 
ing 
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ing an Exile^ - wanted many Accommoda- 
tions, ^dfyy His Skill in Hebrew was not con- 
iidcrablc; yea, generally, Learning in Lan- 
guages, was then but in its Infancy, ^thfyy 
Our Englijh Tongue was not improved to 
that Expreflivenefs at which it is now arri- 
ved. But yet what he undertook, was to 
be commended as profitable ; wherein he 
failed, to be excufed as pardonable, and to 
be attributed rather to the Account of that 
Age, than of the Author himlelf : His 
Pahis were ufeful, had his Tranflation no 
other Good, but to help towards the mak- 
ing of a better, our laft Tranflators having 
it in cxprcfs Charge from King James^ to 
confiilt 7yndaY% Tranflation. 

When the Teftament of TyndaW Tran- 
flation came over into England^ the Popifli 
Clergy were extreamly incenfcd ; fbme faid, 
It was mt pojjible to tranjhte the Serif tures 
into Englim ; Some, 7^^/ // was not lawr 
ful for the Lay People to have them in their 
Mother Tongue ; Some, T'hat it would make 
them all Hereticks. And to the Intent to 
induce the Temporal Rulers alfb to their 
Purpofe, they faid, ^hat the tranjlating 
thereof would make Men rebel againji the 
King. Moreover they Icanned and exami- 
ned every Tittle and Point in the faid 
Tranflation in fiich fort, and fb narrowly, 
that there was not one f / ] therein, but if 
it lacked a Tittle over its Head, they did 

E % note 



note it, and number it to the ignorant Peo- 
ple for an Herefy. But yet fome were not 
fb much angry with the Text, as with 
TyndaFs Comment, his Preface before, and 
Notes upon the fame. In fine, they did 
not only procure his Book to be burnt in 
St. PauFs Church-Yard, (for Stoke/fy Bi- 
(hop of London caufed all the New T'ejiu'^ 
tnents of Tyndal^ and many other Books, 
which he had bought up, to be openly 
burnt) but alfo their Malice contrived and 
affeded the ftrangling and burning of 7y//- 
dalin Flanders^ Anno i53<^. So that this 
Work met with great Difcouragements ; 
which was not ftrange, efpecially confider- 
ing that it happened in fuch a Time, when 
many printed Pamphlets did difturb th^ 
State (and fbme of them of T'yndaFs mak- 
ing) which feemed to tend unto Sedition, 
arid the Change of Government. 

The Papal Power being taken out of the 
Way, and the King's Supremacy fettled in 
Parliament in November 1534, a Way was 
opened for Reformation of Errors and Abu- 
ses in Religion. Archbiftiop Cranmer^ up- 
on his firft Entrance upon his Dignity, had 
it much in his Mind, to get the Holy 
Scriptures put into the Vulgar Language, and 
a Liberty for all to read them ; for the ac- 
complilhing of which,; he let flip no Oppor- 
tunity ; and one was ftiortly afforded him. 
The Clergy (as was before obferyed) when 
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they procured T^ndaPs Tranfl^tion to be 
condemned and luppreffed, gave out, that 
they intended to make a Tranflation into 
the Vulgar Tongue ; yet it was afterwards, 
upon a long Confultation, rcfolved, that it 
was free for the Church to give the Bible 
in a Vulgar Tongue, or not, as they plea- 
fed, and that the King was not obliged to it. 
Upon which thole that promoted a Refor- 
mation, made great Ck)mplaints, and faid, 
T'baf it was vijihle the Clergy knew there was 
an Ofpofition between the Scriptures^ and 
their Doctrines 5 that they had fir ft condemn 
ned WicklifPj Tranjlation^ ana then Tyn- 
dal'j. j4nd tho' they ought to teach Men the 
Word of Gody yet they did all they could to 
fupprefs it. It was now therefore generally 
depredy that if there were juji Exceptions 
againfi what Tyndal had done^ thefe might 
he mended in a new Tranflation. Thefe, and 
the like Arguments, were very plaufible, 
and wrought much on all that heard them, 
who plainly concluded that thole who de- 
nied the People the Ufe of the Scriptures in 
the Vulgar Tongue, mull needs know their 
Doftrine and Pradices to be inconfiltent 
with them. Upon thefe Grounds, Cran^ 
mer^ who was projecting the moll efFeftual 
Means for promoting a Reformation of 
Doftrine, moved in Convocation ^nno 
iSiSj that they Ihould petition the King 
foj leaye to niake » Tranflation of the Bi- 
ble, 
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He, by feme learned Men of his Highncfs's 
Komination. Gardiner Bilhop oiWinchefkr 
aiid all his Party oppofed it, both in Con- 
vocation, and in Secret with the King. But 
Cranmefs Party prevailed in the two Houfes 
of Convocation, and fb they petitioned the 
King, that he ihould give Order to fomc to 
let about it. And as this good Motion was 
made in the Houfe by the Archbifliop, {6 
they agreed upon him to carry their Peti- 
tion. To this again great Oppofition was 
made at Court. Some on the one Hand 
told the King, ^hat a Diver fity of Opinions 
would rift out of it J and that he could no 
more govern his Subje£isy if he gave way to 
that. But on the other Hand it was repre- 
sented, That nothing would make his Supre^ 
macy fo Acceptable to the Nationy and makje 
the 4^ope more Hateful^ than to let them fee j 
that vjhereas the Popes had governed them by 
a blind Obedience ^ and kept them in Dark- 
hefsy the King brought them into Light ^ and 
gave them the free Ufe of the Word of God:, 
and that nothing would more effectually ex-- 
tirpate the Pope's Authority^ and difcover the 
Impoflures of the Monks ^ than the Bible in En- 
glifli, in which all People wotild clearly difcern 
there was no Foundation for thofe lloings. 
Thefe Arguments, joined with the Power 
Queen Ann had in his Affedions, were fb 
much confidered by the King, that he gave 
Orders for fctting about it immediately. 

The 



*. • 



C 3' ] 

The Archbiftiop, whofe Mind ran very 
much upon bringing in the free Ufe of the 
Scriptures among the People, and by Crom^ 
well's Means having got leave (as we have 
heard) from the King, that it might be done 
and printed, put on vigoroufly the Tran- 
flation. And that it might not be prohibit- 
ed, as it had been before, upon Pretence 
of the Ignorance or Unfaithilihiels of the 
Tranflators, he proceeded in this Manner. 
Firft he began with the Tranflation of the 
New Tejlamenty taking an old Englijh 
Tranflation thereof, which he divided into 
Nine or Ten Parts, caufing each Part to be 
written at large in a Paper Book, and then 
to be fent to the beft learned Bilhops and 
others, to the Intent that they fliould make 
a perfed Corredion thereof: And when they 
had done, he required them to fend back 
their Parts, fo correded, to him to Lambethy 
by a Day limited for that Purpofe, And 
the fame Courfe, it is probable, he took with 
the Old I'ejiament. The ABs of the Jpo-^ 
Jiks ^as fent to StohJJy Biftiop of London^ 
to overfee and corred. When the Day 
came, every Man lent to Lambeth their 
Parts corrcded, only Stokejly's Portion was 
wanting^ My Lord of Canterbury wrote to 
the Bifcop a Letter for his Part, requiring 
him to deliver it unto the Meffenger his Se- 
cretary. He ^-cceived the Archbilhop's 
XwCtter at Fulham^ unto which he made this 
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Anfwcr, I marvel what my Lord ^Canter- 
bury meanethy that thus ahufeth the People^ 
in giving them Liberty to read the Scriptures ^ 
which doth nothing elfe but infeSi them with 
Herejy. I have bejiawed never an Hour uP'^ 
on my ^ortion^ nor ever willj and therefore 
fny, Lord JhaU have this Book again^ for t 
will never be guilty of bringing the Jimple 
Folk into Error. My Lord of Canterbury's 
Servant took the Book, and brought the 
fame to Lambeth unto my Lord, declaring 
my Lord oi London's Anfwer. Wheft the 
Archbifhop perceived that Stokejly had done 
nothing therein, I marvel^ faith he, that my 
Lord of London isfofroward^ that he will 
not do as othet^ Men do. Mr. 7%omas Law^ 
ney Chaplain to the old Duke of Norfolk 
ftanding by, and hearing the Archbifnop 
Ipeak of Stokejly s Untowardlinefs, faid, / 
can tell your Grace ^ why my Lord of Lon- 
don win not beftow any Labour or Pain's this 
fVay ; your Grace knoweth welly that his 
Portion is a Piece of the New Teftanjent : 
But he being perfuaded that Chrift had not 
bequeathed him any T'hing in his Tefamenty 
thought it mere Madnefs to be flow any La^ 
hour or Pains^ where no Gain was to be got^ 
ten. And be fides thisj it is the Ads of the 
Apoftles, which were ffmple poor Fellowsy 
and therefore my Lord of London difdained 
to have to do with any of them. The Arch-^ 
biftiop could not fee his Dcfirc cfFefted by 
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thofe Men, .'till it was happily done by- 
other H^nds. 

^nm is37j the Bible, containing the 0/d 
and New Tejiamenty called Matthews' s Bible, 
of Tyndal's and Rogef/s Tranflation, came 
forth. It was printed by Grafton and Whit^' 
church at Hamborough^ to the Number of 
1500 Copies, amounting to 500 Pounds, a 
great Sum in thofe Days, The Correftor of 
the Prefs was y(?i?» Roger Sy a learned Di- 
vine;* he had his Education in Cambridge:^ 
was afterwards Chaplain to the Englijh 
Factory at Antwerp ; flourilhed a great 
while in Germany^ and was Superintendant 
of a Church there : he was afterwards Pre- 
bendary of St. PauVs in King Edward the 
6th's Time, but being tindured with a Fo- 
reign Leaven, was unconformable to the 
Liturgy, and Ceremonies of our Church ; 
however he became the firft Martvr in the 
next Reign. WlUtam 7'yndalj with the Help 
of Miles Coverdaky had tranflated Part of 
it ( as I before noted ) and what they did 
had been printed Anno 1532. The Whole 
w^s finilhed and printed Anno 1535, with 
a Dedication to King Henry the 8th by 
Miles Cover dale (Tyndal being then in Prifbn) 
and was called Coverdak's Bible, The 
Year following, viz. 13^6. Cromwell ^ the 
King's Vicegerent, publifhed his Injunfti- 
ons to the Clergy ; the Subftance of the Se- 
venth was, 7%at every Parfon or Proprle^ 

F tary 
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tary of a Churchy Jhould provide a Bible in 
Latin and Englifti to be laid in the Choir y 
for every one to read at their Pleajure. But 
here they were to precaution the People 
againft falling into Controverfy about diffi- 
cult Paflages. They were to exhort them 
to Modefty and Sobriety in the Ule of this 
Liberty j and where they found themfelvcs 
intangled, to apply to Perfbns of Learning 
and Charafter. After this, a lecond Impref- 
fion was defign'd, but before it could be 
finiftied, ^yndal was put to Death in Flan-* 
ders for his Religion j and his Name then 
growing into Ignominy, as one burnt for an 
Hcretick, they thought it might prejudice 
the Book, if he fliould be named for the 
Ti'anllator thereof, and to they ufcd a 
feigned Name, calling it Thomas Mat'" 
thews's Bible, tho' Tyndal^ before his Death, 
Ibme fay, had finifhed all but the jipocry^ 
fhay which was tranflated by Rogers^ but 
others fay, he had gone no farther than the 
End of Nehemiah. Bale fays, Rogers tran- 
flated the Bible into Englijh^ from Genefis 
to the End of the Revelationsy making Ufe 
of the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, German, and 
EngUp (i. e. ^yndaTz) Copies. He added 
Prefaces and Marginal Notes out of Lu^ 
ther, and dedicated the whole Book to 
King Henry the 8th, under the Name of 
7ho^ Matthews, by an Epiftte prefixed, 
minding to conceal his own Name, In this 

Edition 
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Edition there was a Ipecial Table collected 
of the Common Places in the Bible, and 
Texts of Scripture for proving the fame j 
and chiefly the common Places of the 
Lord's Supper, the Marriage of Priefts, and 
the Mafs, of which it was there faid, that it 
was not to be found in Scripture. 

When Grafton had finifhed this Work, 
he prefentcd it to the Lord Crofiiwell and 
the Archbifhop, who liked very well of it. 
Cromwell ^i theArchbifliop's Requeft, pre- 
Icnted it to the King, and obtained that 
the lame might be both bought and ufcd 
by all indifferently ; for which the Arch- 
bifhop was full of Gladnefs and Gratitude, 
and wrote two Letters to him foon after one 
another, affuring him, That^ for his Party it 
was Juch a Content to his Mind^ that he 
could not han)e dom him a greater Pleafure^ if 
he had given him a iToonJ'and bounds. Graf-- 
ton alfo writ his Letter of Thanks for the 
Countenance and Affiflance he gave to this 
pious Work all along, and thofe that were 
concerned and imployed in the doing of it ; 
atid for procujfing the King's gracious Li- 
cence, which was thought fit to be fignified 
in the Title Page in Red Letters^ thus. Set 
forth with the King's moji gracious Licence-: 
But feveral would not believe that the King 
had licenced it, and therefore he defired 
further of Cronrwelly that he would get it 
licenced un(Jer the Privy-Seal, which woiiH 

Fa be 



be a Defence for the prefent, and for the 
future. And as the Printer had addreffcd 
to Cromwell for the Privy-Seal, fo he appre- 
hended now a farther Need of the Corrobo- 
ration of Authority, upon another Account : 
For fome obferving how exceedingly ac- 
ceptable the EngUfb^\h\t was to the common 
P^joplc, werk defigning to print it in a lefi 
Volume, an^^^a fmaller Letter, whereby it 
would come to pafs that Grafton would be 
undcr-fold, and fb he and his Creditors 
would be undone : And befides, it was like 
to prove a very ill Edition, and very er- 
roneous, becaufe the Printers here were ge- 
nerally Dutchmen^ that could neither fpeak 
nor write tolerable Englijh ; nor, for Co- 
vctoufnels, would they allow any learned 
Man any thing at all to overfee and cor- 
rect what they printed. Therefore he de- 
fired one Favour more of the Lord Crom^ 
welly viz. to obtain for him of the King, 
that none Ihould print the Bible for three 
Years but himfelf. And for the better and 
quicker Sale of his Books, he dcfired alfo, 
that by his Command, in the King's Name, 
every Curate might be obliged to have one, 
that they might learn to know God, and in- 
ftrud their Pariftiioners ; and that eveiy 
^bby fliould have Six, to be laid in feveral 
Places of the Convent. 

The Holy Bible was now publifhed, and 
appointed to be had in every Parifti Church, 

by 
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by CromweWs Injunftions publifhed j4nno 
1538* The fame Year the Church ofHere^ 
ford being vacant by the Death of Foxj 
Cranmer held a Vifitation in it, where he 
left fome Injunftions to all Parlbns, Vicars, 
and other Curates, by which they were en- 
joined to have, by the firft of Jugufl^ z 
whole Bible in Latin and Evglijhy or at the 
leaft a New Tejiament in the fame Lan- 
guages : That they Ihould every Day ftudy 
one Chapter of the faid Bible or New ^ejia-^ 
menty conferring the Latin and EngUjh to- 
gether J to begin at the Beginning of the 
Book, and lb continue to the End. That 
they (hould not dilcourage any Lay-men 
from reading the Book, but encourage 
them to it, and to read it for the Reforma- 
tion of their Lives, and Knowledge of their 
Duty. 

But herein the Waywardnels of the 
Priefts was obfervable; they read cqnfu- 
fedly the Word of God, and the Injundi- 
ons let forth, and commanded by them to 
be read ; humming and hawing, and hauk- 
ing thereat, that fcarce any could under- 
ftand them. They bad their Pariftiioners, 
notwithftanding what they read, being 
compelled fo to do, T'hat they Jhould do as 
they did in STtmes fafi ; to live as their Fa^ 
thers J and that the old Fajhion is the heft ; 
and other crafty and feditious Sayings they 
gave out among them. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding this, it was wonderful 
to fee with what Joy this Book of God was 
received, not only amohg the learncder 
Sort, and thofe that were noted for Loreis 
of the Reformation, but generally all jB^j- 
hfid over, among all the vulgar and com- 
mon People; and with what Greedihefi 
God's Word was read, and what Reibrt to 
Places where the reading of it was. Every 
body, that could, bought the Book, or bu- 
fily read it, or got others to read it tO 
them, if they could not themfclves, and 
divers more elderly People learned to read 
on purpofe. 

After this fecond Edition, Grafton^ and 
the reft of the Merchants concerned in the 
Work, thinking they had not Stock 
enough to flipply all the Nation, and this 
being of a Volume not large enough 5 and 
confidering the Prologues, and Marginal 
Notes gave Offence to Ibme ; and beinj 
put on by thofe that favoured the Gofpel 
that as many as could be, might be print- 
ed, for dilperfing the Knowledge of Chrift, 
and his Truth, they refolved to print ft 
again, which they intended Ihould be of a 
larger Voluftie than before ; snd therefore 
it was called, when it catoe forth, 7%e Bibk 
in the large or great Volume. They vcn^ 
tended alfo, in order to this ifedition, to 
have the former Tranfliittoh revifed, and t^ 
omit feveral Prologues and Ahnotatiorft. 

Miles 
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Miks Coverdak was the Man now that com- 
pared the Tranflation with the Hebrewy 
mended it in divers Places, and was the 
chief Overfcer of the Work : But the* 
they left out Matthews^ that is, Rogers'^ 
Notes, yet they refblved to make Hands 
and Marks on the Sides of the Book, which 
meant, that they would have particular 
Notice to be taken of thofe Texts, being 
fuch as did more elpecially ftrike at the 
Errors and Abufes of the Romijh Church. 

Grafton refolved to print this Bible in 
Paris J if he could obtain Leave, there be- 
ing better Paper, and cheaper, to be had 
in France^ and more dextrous and good 
Workmen, for the ready Difpatch of the 
fame. For this purpofe the Lord Crom^ 
welly who flood by him in this Enterprize, 
procured Letters of the King to the Trench 
King, to permit a Subjed of his to imprint 
the Bible in EngUjby within the Univer- 
fity of P^m, becaule of the Goodnels of 
his Paper and Workmen. The King, at 
the lame time, wrote unto his Ambaflador, 
who was then Edmund Bonner Bifliop of 
Herefordy lying in ^arisy That hejhould atd 
and ajffiji tloe Undertakers of phis good Worky 
in all their reajonable Suits. Bonner did not 
only prefent this Letter to the French King, 
and obtain with good Words the Licence 
defired, and had the French King's Lettera 
Fat^t3^ for the priming rttis Bible, and be-r 
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ing finiflied, to bring the Impreflion iafely 
over ; but Ihcwcd great Friendlhip to the 
Merchants and Printers, and fo encouraf- 
gcd them, that the Work went on apace, 
and with good Succefs. And to Ihew how 
well affeded he was to the Holy Bible, he 
caiifed the En^lijh there in Parisy to print 
the New T'eftament in Englijb and Latin^ 
and took off a great many of them, and 
diftributed them amongft his Friends. But 
the Principle that moved Bonner in all this 
was, that he might the better curry Favour 
with Cromwelly and recommend himfclf to 
him ; who being the great Favourite now 
with the King, was the fitteft Inftniment 
for his Rile. CronvuueU loved him very 
well, and had a marvellous good Opinion 
of him ; and lb long as Cromwell remained 
in Authority, fo long was Bonner at his 
Beck, a Friend to his Friends, and an 
Enemy to his Enemies. But as foon as 
Cromwell fell, no good Word could Bonner 
Ipeak of him, but the lewdeft, vileft, and 
bittereft that he could, calling him the 
rankeft Heretick that ever lived : And 
then filch as he knew to be in good Favour 
with Cronvwelly he could never abide their 
Sight. 

But notwithftanding the French King's 
Licence, fuch was the over-fwaying Au- 
thority of the Inquifition in Paris^ that by 
an Inltrument dated September the 17th 

1538, 



[4- ] 

1538, the Printers were had up into the 
laid Inquifition, and charged with certain 
Articles of Herefy. The EngUjhmen like- 
wife that were at the Coft and Charges 
thereof, and the Gorredor C&verdale^ were 
fent for. And then great Trouble arofe. 
But before this happened, they were gone 
through, even to the laft Part of the 
Work. The Rngliffomen having fome 
Warning what would follow, and finding 
it not fafe to tarry any longer, fled away as 
faft as they could to lave thenifelves, leav- 
ing behind them all their Bibles, the Im- 
prelfion confifting of 2500 in Number, 
which were feiz'd, and the Lieutenant Cri- 
minal caufed them to be burnt, as heretical 
Books ; only a few efcaped, the Lieute- 
nant for Covetoufhels felling them for 
wafte Paper to a Haberdalher, to lap Caps 
in, being about four dry Fats full j and 
thefe were bought again. 

However, not long after, the Englijh that 
were concerned in this Work, by the En- 
couragement of Cromwelly went back to 
^aris again, and got the Preflcs, Letters, 
and Printing Servants, and brought them 
over to London^ and fo became Printers 
themlelves, which before they never inten- 
ded, and printed out the faid Bible in London. 
When it was finilhed, it was prefented to 
the King, and by him committed to divers 
Bifhops of that Time to perufe, of which 
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Stephen Gardiner was one. After they had 
kept it long in their Hands, and the King 
was divers Times fued unto for the Publi- 
cation thereof; at the laft being called for 
by the King himfelf, they redelivered the 
Book ; and being demanded by the King, 
fVhat was their Judgment of the Tran/ta" 
tiony they anfwered, fThat there were many 
Faults therein : jVell^ faid the King, But are 
there any Here/tes maintained thereby ? They 
anfwered, T'herewere no Herejies that they 
could find maintained thereby. If there be no 
Herefiesy faid the King, then^ In God's 
Namey let It go abroad among our People. 
According to this Judgment of the King 
and the Bifliops, Coverdak in a Sermon at 
Paufs Crofs, defended his Tranflation, up- 
on occafion of fbme flanderous Reports, that 
then were railed againft it, confeffing, T'hat 
he did now himfelf efpy fome Fault s^ which 
if he might review once over again ^ as he had 
twice before^ he doubted not but to amend \ 
hat for any Herefy^ he was fure there was 
none maintained by his franjlation. 

This was publiftied Anno 1535), ^^^ 
is that which is called the Great Bible. 
Strypey in his Memorials of Archbiftiop 
CranmeYy p. 444. fays, it was publifhcd in 
the Year 1538, or 1535), ^^^ ^^ if this was 
a Miftake of the Prefs, in the Errata it is 
^Sl>7'> ^^ ^538 ) whereas I have one that 
bears Date 1535^, ^"^ ^^ ^^ ^hc Table for 
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Eajier for !;> Years, begins with that Yean 
And at the End of all it fays, It was finifh- 
ed in jipril is 39* This has the Frontis- 
piece before it, which Strype fays, was be- 
fore Cranmer's Bible of 1540, and explains 
it at large ; but hath neither CGverdale'% 
nor Cranmer's Preface, only a Defcription 
of the Succeffion of the Kings of Judab 
and yerufakm ; and a Diredion with what 
Judgment the Books of the Old ^ejiament 
are to be read : In the Title Page, Cum 
Privilegio ad Imprimendumjblum. 

When our Liturgy was firft compiled, 
and afterwards revifed and altered, in the 
Reign of Edward the ^th, the Epiftles, 
Gofpels, Pfalms, and Hymns put into thofe 
Liturgies, were all according to this Tran- 
flation ; and fo continued 'till King Charles 
the ad's Reftoration, when the Old Tranlla- 
tion being found Fault with by fome Men, 
the Epiftles and Gofpels were inferted after 
the laft Tranflation, but the old Pfalter 
was ftill continued. The Biftiops and 
Clergy did, it leems, prefer this Tranflation 
before any other in the Englijh Tongue. 

Injunftions were given out in the King^s 
Name by Cromwell^ to all Incumbents to 
provide one of thefe Bibles, and fet it up 
publickly in the Church, in fome convenient 
Place where the Parilhioners might refort 
to the £amc, and read it. None were to be 
difcouragcd from reading or hearing of it ; 
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but, on the contrary, exhorted to pcnifc it, 
as being the true lively Word of God, 
which every Chriftian ought to believe, 
embrace, and follow, if he expected to be 
faved. 

The fame Year a Parliament was fum- 
moned, which made the terrible AQ: of the 
Six bloody Articles : Great Triumphing 
there was on the Papifts Side, for now they 
hoped to be revenged on all thoie who 
had hitherto fet forward a Reformation. 

There was nothing could fo much fupr 
port the Spirits of the Party, which 
now was clouded, as the free U£e of the 
Scriptures j and tho' thefe were iet up in 
Churches, yet Cranmer preffed, and now 
this Year procured leave for private Perfons 
%o buy Bibles, and to keep them in their 
Jloufes. So this was granted by Letters 
Patents November the lo^th^ direfted to 
Cromwell^ the Subftance of which was, 
That the King was dejirous to have his Suh^ 
je5is attain the Knowledge of God's fVordy 
which could not he effected by any Means fo 
well J as by granting them the free and liben 
ral Ufe of the Bible in the Englilh Tongue^ 
^htch, to avoid Dijfention, he intended Jhould 
fo/s 0mongthem only by one rran/lation. 
Therefore Cromwell was charged to take 
qaye, that for the Spape of Five Years 
tl^ere flioqld be no Impreffion of the Bible' 
P? of any Part pf it^ bqt pnly by ftjch ^ 
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fliould be affigned by him : Gardiner Bi- 
fliop of fVincheJler oppofed this all he 
could. 

With this Bible the Enemies of the Re- 
formation were offended ; and as God of his 
Goodnefs had raifed up the Archbifliop 
and the Lord Cromwell^ to be Friends and 
Patrons to the Gofpel ; fo, on the other 
Side, Satan, (who is an Adverfary and Ene- 
my to all Goodnefs) had his Inftruments, 
by all Wiles and liibtle Means, to impeach 
and put back the lame. Upon Cronvwelfz 
Fall, Gardiner^ and thofe that followed 
him, made no Doubt but they fliould 
quickly recover what they had loft of late 
Years : So their greateft Attempt was up- 
on the Tranflation of the Scriptures. Ac- 
cordingly, the next Year, 1540, there was 
a Convocation, wherein one of the Matters 
before them, was concerning the procuring 
a true Tranflation of the 'New Tejiament^ 
which was indeed intended not fo much 
Xo do lb good a Work, as to hinder it. 
For having decried the prefent Tranflation 
on purpofe to make it unlawful for any to 
ule it, they pretended to let themfelves 
about a new one, but it was meerly to 
dielay and put off the People from the 
common Ufe of the Scriptures, as appeared 
plainly enough, in that the Bilhops them- 
felves undertook it, and fo having it in 
their p^vn Hands;^ they might make what 
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J>clays they pleafcd. For in the third ScA 

fion a Propofition was made for the Traflp 

llation, and the feveral Books were divided 

among the Biihops, viz. Archbifhop Cran* 

tmr had Matthew ; Langland Bifliop of Lm^ 

iohfy Mark j Gardiner Bilhop of fffnebe'^ 

fier^ Lvihy Goodrich B\{biOp of Efyy Jobn\ 

Heath Bifliop of Roche^er^ A^s ; Samffan 

BiflK)p of Chichefiery Romans ; Capon Bi* 

;(hop of Saruniy \Ji and id Carinthicms \ 

Barlow Bifliop of St* David' s^ Gahaians^ 

Ephejmsy CoMiam ; Bell Bifliop of fVor^ 

ce fiery \Ji and id T'hejffalonians ; Parfem 

Btflaop of St. Afaphy iji and id "fitnoth^y 

T^fusy Philemon y Holdgate Bifliop of Lan^ 

daffl \fi and id Peter ; Skip Bifeop of He^ 

refordy Hebrews ; Thirlby Biflnop of fFefi'^ 

tmn fiery Jamesy \fi id ^d Johny Juae^ 

Wakeman Bifliop of Gloucejiery and Chunks 

hers Bifliop of Peterhoroughy Revelations. 

In this Convocation Gardiner read a 
}arge Catalogue of Latin Words of his 
pwn CoUedion out of the l>Iew ^ejiatnenty 
vA defired, that for their genuine and na-^ 
live Meaning, and for the Majcfl:y of the 
Matter therein contained, thofe Words 
might be retained in their own Nature, as 
much as might be ; or be very fitly EngKlh-* 
cd with the leafl: Alteration. Among thole, 
foroe few could not be tranflated without 
JLpfs of Life or Lufl:re, and thefe are con- 
tinued in our EngUjh T'ejlament entire ; ie 

being 
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being conceived better, that Miniftcis 
ftiould expound thefe Words in their Ser- 
mons, than alter them in their Texts. 
The reft were not emphatical in them- 
fcvcSy but that they may be rendered in 
Englijh without prejudice of Truth* 
Wherefore Gardiner's Defign plainly ap- 
peared, in ftickling for prefcrving fo many 
Z^tin Words, to obfcure the Scriptures; 
who, tho' wanting Power to keep the Light 
of the Word from ihining, fought, out of 
Policy, to put it in a Dark Lanthorn : Be- 
fides the Popifli Biftiops multiplied the 
Mixture of Latin Words in the Tefianienty 
to teach the Laity their Diftance, who, tho* 
admitted into the outward Court of com- 
mon Matter, were yet debarred Entrance 
into the Holy of Holies of thefe myfteri- 
ous Expreffions, referred only for the 
Underftanding of the High Prieft to pierce 
into them. Moreover this made Gardiner 
not only tender, but fond to have thefe 
Words continued in Kind, without Altera- 
tion, becaufe the Profits of the Romijb 
Church, were deeply in fome of them con- 
cerned, Witnefs the Word Penance ^ which 
(according to the vulgar Sound, contrary 
to the original Senfe thereof) was a Ma- 
gazine of Will-worfhip, and brought in 
much Gain to the Priefts ; who were there- 
fore defirous to keep that, and fuch like 
Words. What Entertainment Gardiner's 
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Motion met with, I find not ; it feems io 
iufpcnded in Succefs, as to be neither ge- 
nerally received, nor rejeded. 

The Archbifliop faw through all this^ 
and therefore, in a following SejQion, told 
the Houfc from the King (to whom he had 
difcovered this Intrigue) T'haf if was the 
King's Will and Pleafurey that the Tran/la^ 
tiony both of the Old and New Teftament, 
Jbould be examined by both Univerjities. 
This was a Surprize to the Bilhops, and 
met with much Oppofition in the Houfe, 
all the Bifhops (Goodrich Bifhop of Efyy and 
Barlow Bifhop of St. David's excepted) 
making their Protefts to the contrary. 
Tliefe affirmed the Univerfities were much 
decayed of late, wherein all Things were 
carried by young Men, whofe Judgments 
were not to be relied on ; lo that the 
JiCarning of the Land was chiefly in the 
Convocation. But the Archbifhop faid, 
He would Jiick clofe to the JViU and Pleafure 
of the King his Mafier^ and that the tlni^ 
verjities Jhould examine the ^ranjlation. 
And here, for any thing that can be foimd 
to the contrary, the Matter ceafed, and 
the Convocation foon aftei^ was diflblved. 

In the latter End of 1541, came forth a 
new Impreffion of the Bible, which was 
nothing but that of Matthews corred:ed. 
To this the Archbifliop had added the laft 
Hand, mending it in divers Places with his 

own 
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own Pen ; and fixing a very e^ecellcnt Pre- 
face before it, for which Realbn it is 
called Cranmer*s Bible. Dnrely in his 
Kindle. EccleJ. jing. c. ly. fays, this was 
publiflied by I'onflal Biftiop of Durham^ 
and Heath Bilhop of Rochefier^ to whom 
the King had committed that Work. To 
this Impreflion the King gave Counte- 
nance, commanding the buying and fetting 
it up in Churches, by his Proclamation in 
May 1 541 : For as yet, notwithftanding 
the former Injundions, many Parilhes were 
deftitute of Bibles ; whether it were by 
reafon of the Unwillingnels of the Priefts 
to have the Rnglifh Bible, or the People to 
be any ways acquainted with it, for fear it 
fliould make them Hereticks, as their Cu- 
rates told them. He limited alio the Time 
that it fliould be every where provided be- 
fore jdU-Saints Day next coming, and that 
upon the Penalty of Forty Shillings a 
Month after the faid Feaft, that they 
fliould be without it : The faid Proclama- 
tion alfo let the Price at Ten Shillings a 
Book unbound, and well bound and clafp- 
ed not above Twelve. And charged all 
his Bifliops and other Ordinaries, to take 
Care for the feeing this Command the bet- 
ter executed. The King feconded this Pro- 
clamation, with a Declaration to be read 
openly by the Clergy in their leveral Pa- 
riflies, upon the publifliing of this Bible, the 
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better to poflefs the People with the King's 
good Affeftion towards them, in fuffering 
them to have the Benefit of fuch hca-* 
venly Treafure ; and to direft them in a 
Courfe by which they might enjoy the 
^me to their greater Comfort, the Refor- 
mation of their Lives, and the Peace and 
Qiiiet of the Church ; namely, to ufe it 
with Reverence and great Devotion, to 
conform their Lives unto it, and to encou- 
rage thofe that were under them, Wives, 
Children, and Servants, to live according 
to the Rules thereof; that in doubtful Pla- 
ces they Ihould confer with the Learned 
for the Senfe, who Ihould be appointed to 
preach and explain the fame, and not to 
contend and difpute about them in Ale- 
Houfes and Taverns. 

Unto thefe Commands of fo great a 
Prince, both Bifticps, Prietts, and People 
did apply themfelves with fuch chearful 
Reverence, that Bonner^ now Biftiop of 
London,^ caufed Six of them to be chained 
in certain convenient Places in St. PauH 
Church, for all, that were io well inclined^ 
to refort unto 5 together with a certain 
Admonition to the Readers, faftned upon 
the Pillars to which the Bibles were chain«v 
ed, to this Tenoi, I'hat whojbever can» 
there to ready Jhould prepare hinifelf to bet 
edijied and made the better thereby ; that 
he jhould join thereunto his Keadmeji t9 obey. 

the 
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the King's InjunSitons^ made in that Behalf:, 
that he bring with him Difcretion^ hoftejl 
Ifitemy Charity y Reverence^ and quiet £e^ 
haviour ; that there Jhould no fuch Number 
meet together there^ as to make a Multitude ; 
that no Expojition be made thereupon^ but 
what is declared in the Book it felj'^ that it 
be not read with Noife tJi Ttme of Divine 
Service^ or that any DUhutation or Conten-- 
tion be ufed aboitt it : ^hat in cafe they con^ 
ttntied their former Misbehaviour^ and refu^ 
fed to comply with thefe Dire£iions^ he 
fhould be forced^ againji his JVill^ to remove 
fhe Occajmfy afid take the Bible out of the 
Church. 

But the People could n6t be hindred 
from entfiflg into Difputcs about fome Pla- 
ces, fb chat the King had many Complaints 
brought him of the Abufes that were faid 
to have been rifen, from the Liberty given 
the People to read the Scriptures 5 yet thefe 
Complaints produced no Severity a(t this 
Time ; but by them the Popifh Party after- 
wards obtained what they defired, the 
Suppreffion of the Bible again. For after 
fhey had taken off the Lord Cromwell^ 
they itiade great (and their old) Complaints 
to the King of the Tranflation^ and of the 
Prefaces, whereas indeed it was the Text 
kfeff that difturbed them, as that which* 
they knew would mbft -effeftuafly beat 
dpwtt all their ProjeQfs. 
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A Parliament met the aai of January 
1542, and fate to the \^th oi May folloW'^ 
ing, in which a Complaint was made, That 
the Liberty granted to the People in having 
in their Hands the Books of the Old and 
New Teftament, had been much abufed by 
many falfe GloJJes and Interpretations which 
were made upon them^ tending to the fiduce^ 
ing of the People ^ efpeciaUy of the younger 
Sort^ and the raifing of Sedition within the 
Realm. Hereupon it was enafted by the 
Authority of Parliament, (on whom the 
King w^s content to caft the Odium of an 
Ad io contrary to his former gracious 
Proclamation) vhat all manner of Boohs of 
the Old and New Teftament, of the crafty^ 
falfe y and untrue Tran/lation ^Tyndal, be 
forthwith abolifhed^ and forbidden to he ujed 
and kept ; and alfo that all other Bibles^ not 
being ofliyndL-A's Tiran/lationy in which were 
found any Preambles or j^nnotations^ other 
than the ^otationsj or Summary of the 
Chapter Sy fhould be purged of the J aid Pre^^ 
(tmbles or jinnotations^ either by cutting 
them outy or blotting them infuch wife^ that 
they might not be perceived or read, ^nd 
-finally y that the Bible be not read openly in 
' any Churchy but by the Leave of the Kingj 
or the Ordinary of the Place ; nor privately 
by any Women ^ Artificer s^ Apprentices^ 
journey^Men^ Husbandr-Men^ Labourers^ or 
vy any of the Servants of Teomen or under y 
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with feveral Pains to thofc who fliould do 
the contrary ; as may be feen in the Statute 
of the 34th and 35th of Hen. VIII. c. i. 

But the King being now engaged in a 
War with Francey and refolving to crofs 
the Seas himfclf ; the Archbifliop took this 
Occafion to do fome good Service for Reli- 
gion, and to endeavour to moderate the 
levere Ads relating thereunto, and to get 
fome Liberty at leaft, for the People's 
reading the Scriptures. Cranmer firft made 
the Motion, and Four Bifhops, viz. Heath 
Bilhop of Worcejiefj Sampfon Biftiop of 
Chichefter^ Skip Bilhop 01 Hereford^ and 
the Biftiop of Rochejier^ feconded him : But 
Winchejier oppofed the Archbifliop's Mo- 
tion with all Earneftnels, and the Faftion 
combined with io much Violence, that thefe 
Bifliops, and all others, fell off from the 
Archbifliop, and two of them endeavoured 
to perfuade him to defift at prefent, and 
ftay for a better Opportunity : But he re- 
fused, and followed his Stroke with as 
much Vigour as he could ; and, in fine, by 
his Perfuafion with the King, and the 
Lords, this Claufe was inferted in the 
Bill, 7%at every Nobkman and Gentleman 
might have the Bible read in their Houfesj 
and that Noble Ladies^ Gentlewomen and 
Merchants might read it themjehesy but no 
Man or Woman under thoje Degrees-^ 
vvhiph was all the Archbifliop could ob- 
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tain. And the King was the rather incli- 
ned to this, bccaulc he being now to 
go Abroad, upon a weighty Expedition, 
thought convenient to leave his Subjcds at 
Home as eafy as might be. 

\Anno 1543, a Book called, A mceffarj 

Rrtidltton j[or a Cbrlfiian Man^ was pubiiflb* 

cd by the King's Order. In the Preface 

his Majefty fets forth, fhit in order to the 

bringing off* his Suhje^s from Japerjiitiotis 

Praiiicesy he bad fublijhed the Scriptures in 

the Englifh Tongae ; that thf this Expedf-^ 

ent was not without its EffeBy yet Jbme 

People y out of a Spirit of Pride and Content 

iiony had wrejied the nolj fext^ and gipen 

Kife to DifputeSy and Diverfty (f Opini-^ 

ojis ; that to recover the People to Ortho* 

doxy and Unieny he had Jet forth this Snm^ 

mary of Religion y with the Advice of his 

Ckrgy. He takes Notice, T'hat the Church 

eonfifis of two Sorts of Meny fome to inffruUfy 

and the reji to be inftruBea ; that it is ne^ 

ceffaryfor the frjt Divifion to read and Jhdy 

the Scripture j but as to the Laity y the 

reading- the Old and New Teftament is not 

fi necejjary for alt of that Clafs ; that Li^ 

herty or Reflraint in this Mattery is to 3e 

referred to the Laws and Government y and 

that the Legijlatnre now lately had barr^dt 

(ever at Ranks reading the Bibb. 

This Year Bonner Biftiop of London fet 
fbfth IfjiiH^fiiBrHr for riie Gto*gy of his Pfe^ 
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cefc, containing Direftions for their 
Preaching and Converfation ^ together with 
a Catalogue of certain Books prohibited^ 
which the Curates were to enquire after in 
their reipediye Pariihes, and to inform 
their Ordinaries of them^ and of thofe 
in whofc FolTeffion they found them* 
Amongft thcfe Books wast he EngUjb ^ejla^ 
imnt of Jyndalj and ibme Prefaces, and 
Marginal Glofles of 9%o. Matthews in his 
EfJgii/h Bible. 

And now was Grajtonj lb long after, 
fummoned and chargea with printing tAat^ 
thews's Bible, which he, being timorous^ 
made Excufes for. Then he was examined 
about the Great Bihh^ and what the Notes 
were he intended to fet thereto. To which 
he infwered, ^hat he knew none ; jhr his 
Purpoji was to have retaimd kamed Men 
to have made the, N^tes ; bift when he fer-^ 
cehed the Kind's Majejfy^ avd his Cler- 
gy y net willing ta have oiiy^ he froeeeded 
ne further. But fer all thefe Excuics, 
Grafhn was fent to the Fleet, and there 
remained Six Weeks ; and, before he came 
out, wa& bound in 300 Pounds, that he 
ihould not felt nor imprint, nor caiife to 
be printed any more Bibles, unkfs the 
King and the Ciergy . fliouW agree upon a 
Tranflation. And from henceforth the 
Bible was flopped- durwig the Remainder of 
King Mwry% HeigUi. 
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The Aft of Parliament did not find fo 
general an Obedience from the common 
People, as might have been expefted, but 
that the King was forced to quicken, and 
give Life thereto, by his Proclamation, ^nm 
1 546 : For the Ufe of the Scriptures were 
fadly abufcd ; they were much read, but 
the EfFeft of it appeared too much in their 
making ufe of it only for Jangling and 
Diiputation upon Points of Religion, and 
to taunt at the Ignorance or Errors of 
Priefts. Others, on the other Hand, to.bc 
even with the Gol^^llers (as they were cal- 
led) made it their Bufinefs to derogate 
from the Scriptures, to deal with them 
irreverently, and to rhime and fing, and 
make Sport with them in Ale-Houfes and 
Taverns. Thefc things came to King 
Henr/s Ears, which, made him very ear- 
neftly blame both the Laity, and Spiritua- 
lity for it, in a Speech to his Parliament, 
December the 2^th Anno 1545, wherein 
he lets them know, how little Charity and 
Concord there was amongft them, but Dis- 
cord and Diffention ruled every where. He 
lets the Temporality know, that tho' they 
were allowed to read the Holy Scriptures, 
and to have the Word of God in their Mo- 
ther Tongue ; yet this Permiffion is only dc- 
figned for private Information, and the 
Inftruftion of their Children and Family, 
but not to difpute, nor to furnilh them 
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with Exprcflions of Reproach, and from 
thence to rail againft Priefts and Preachers, 
And yet this was the Ufe a great many 
diforderly People made of the Privilege of 
having the Scriptures. He was lorry to 
find, how much the Word of God is abu- 
fcd, with how little Reverence it is men- 
tioned, both with relped to Place, and 
Occafion ; turned into wretched Rhime, 
ftng in Ale-Houfes ; but much more forry 
to fee ib little of it in their Pradice, for 
Charity was never in a more languij(hing 
Condition, Vertue never at a lower Ebb^ 
poT God never lels honoured, and worle 
Xerved. 

But the King being ftill vexed with the 
Contefts and Clamours of the People, one 
againft another, while they difputed fo 
much of what they read, and praftifcd fo 
little, in ^ufy Anno iJ4(J, iflued out a 
Proclamation (which was the laft fet out 
under this King) prohibiting again 7y^* 
M^ or Coverdak's EngUjh New Tefiamenty 
or any other than what was permitted by 
Parliament in an Aft paffed in the 34th 
^nd 35th Years of his Reign. The Books 
of Fry thy fVicldtff'^ &c. were like wife pro^- 
Jiibited, and to be delivered to the Civil 
snd Ecclefiaftical Officers, in order to be 
burnt, which was accordingly done at 
Pauh Crofsp by the Order of the Bilhop of 
{.qndon^ 
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But however for fomc Ends, the King 
teftrained now and then the Ufc of the 
Scriptures, to comply with the importunate 
Suits of the Popifh Bifhops, yet fomc arc of 
Opinion, his Judgment always was for the 
free Ufe of them among his Subjeds, and 
(in .Order to that) for the tranflating and 
printing them. 

King Henry dying January the a 8th, 
Amno ii4(J, Upward ^z Vlth fiiccecded in 
^he Throne, who by the pious Inftigations 
of the Archbifhop, began early to think of 
the Church. And being unwilling that the 
People of the Lord Ihould live fo long in 
Jlrrpr and Ignorance, till a Parliament 
ftiould be folemnly fummoned (which for 
Ibme Reafons of State, could not fo quicks 
ly.bc called) in the mean time, by his own 
Regal Power and Authority, and by Ad-? 
vice of his Council, a Royal Vifitation all 
l^nghnd over was rcfolved on, for the bet-^ 
Xtt Reformation of Religion j and a Book 
pf Injunctions was prepared, whereby the 
King's Vifitors were to govern their Vifita- 
tion. A Book of Homilies was prepared 
for prefent Ufe, to be read in Churches to 
the People, to lupply the Defefts of their 
Incumbents ; and that they might have 
fome Help to lead them into the Under-t 
Handing of the Scriptures, JL^aJmufs Parar 
phrafe, which was tranllated into EnglUby 
>vas thought the mof^ prpfitable and eafieft 
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Book; Therefore it was ordered by the 
Injun^Kons, that within Three Months af- 
ter this Vifitation, the Bible of the larger 
Volume in Engltjh^ and within Twelve 
Months Era/mus^s Faraphrafe on the Go& 
pels be provided, and conveniently placed 
in the Church, for the People to read 
therein. And that every Ecclefiaftidal Per* 
fon, under the Degree of a Batchelor of Di- 
vinity, fhall within Three Months after 
this Vifitation, provide of his own, the 
Kew T^efiament in Latin and EngUfhy with 
ErafmUs^^ Paraphrafe thereon, for their' 
better Inflxudion, in the Senfe and Know^i 
ledge of trie Scriptures. And that in thtf 
Time of High Mafs, he thatfayeth or fing-* 
eth a Pfalm, fliall read the Epiftle and GoCi 
jiel in Englifhy and one Chapter in the New 
Tejlament at Mattins, and another out of 
the Oldy at Evenfoiig. 

Gardiner Bifliop oi fVinchefier refufed to 
accept the Homilies and Injundions, think- 
ing them contrary to the Word of God, fo 
that his Confoicnce would not fuffer him to 
oblerve them. He faid, Erafmus'/ Pan^ 
fhraje was bad enough in Latin, but worje 
in Englifti, for the T'rdnJIator had oft out 
of Ignorance y and out of Dejign^ mifrendred 
him palpably y and was one that neither un^ 
derjiood Latin nor Englilh well j and that 
this and the Homilies were contrary injeve^ 
r(U things to one another ^ and therefore could 
^ 1 % mt 



not both be received \ and that there were 
Errors in eacb^ and Jo neither otigbt to be 
admitted : Upon this he was committed to 
the Fleet. 

During the Time that the Vifitors were 
occupied abroad in the Execution of their 
CommifCon^ the King appointed a Pariia^ 
ment to be fummoned againft the 4th of 
November 1547, which met at the Time 
appointed, and with it a Convocation was 
held, in which the Archbifhop bore the 
greateft Sway ; and what Things were agi- 
tated therein, were chiefly by his Motion 
and Direftion, Ibme whereof were turned 
into Laws by the Parliament, through his 
Adiveneis and Influence, as particularly 
that Repeal of the Statute of the Six bloody 
Articles. The A& alio, inhibiting the 
reading the Old and New ^e/famenty in the 
EngUjh Tongue, and the printing, felling, 
giving, or delivering of any fiich other 
Books, or Writings, as are therein mentioned 
and condemned 34th, 35th Hen. VllXth, 
cap. I. together with all and every other 
Ad and Ads of Parliament, concerning 
Dodrine, or Matters of Religion ; and aU 
and every Article, Branch, Sentence, Mat- 
ter, Pains, Forfeitures contained therein, 
were repealed, and utterly made void. 
I Edward the Vlth, cap. i a. by which Re- 
peal all People had the Liberty pf reading the 
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Scriptures^ and being in a Manner their 
own Expofitors* 

In the Year 1548, the Archbifliop held 
a Yifitation^ in divers Places thoughout his 
Diocefe ; wherein Enquiry was to be 
made concerning the Behaviour, both df 
the Prielts and of the People, in Eighty Six 
Articles, one whereof was concerning hav- 
ing the whole Bible in the largeft Volume 
in every Church. In another Enquiry 
was made concerning all Priefts, under the 
Degree of Batchelors in Divinity, whether 
they had the New Te/lament in Latin and 
EngUjhj and Erafmus\ Paraphrale. And 
in another, concerning the Letters or Hin- 
derers of the Word of God, read in EngUJhy 
or preached fincerely. 

In the Year 1 545^, the Commons broke 
out into a dangerous Rebellion, chiefly in 
Devonjhirey where they were very Formid- 
able for their Numbers. Thefe laying 
their Heads together, agreed upon certain 
Articles, to be fent up to the King. In 
the tenth Article they require the Bible, 
and aD Books of Scripture in EngUjhj to 
be called in again ; that unleis this was 
done, the Clergy would have a difficult 
Task to over-bear the Hereticks j they 
would alio have the Mais in Latin^ as for- 
merly. To their Demands, the Archbi- 
fliop draws up an excellent Anfwer at 
kngth^ wherein he vindicates the EngVtjh 
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Service, and the Ufc of the Holy Scrip 
tures in the Vulgar Tongue, artd othct 
Matters relating to the Reformation. He 
charged them with Ignorance^ and told 
them, they asked they knew not what) 
but were impofed upon by fbme Fricfffo and 
Papifts. tnerefore did the H^fy Gbofi 
(faid he) come down in fiery Ton^uesy and 
give the Afo files Knowledge cf ali Langtu^ 
gesj but that all Nations might hear^ Jpeakj 
and learn God^s Word^ in their Mother 
ftongue ? Can you name any Chrijlians in aB 
the fVorldy but they have^ and ever bad^ 
God^s Word in their awn tongue ? And 
will you have God further from usj thsH 
from all other Countries f that heJhdUJpeak 
to every man in his own Language^ that he un^ 
derfiandethy and was born iny and to usJbaU 
/peak a Ji range Language that we under/land 
not ? And will you y that all other flfaU hud 
God in their own Speech y and we Jhall Jay tm 
him we know not what ? If you lift not to 
read his fVord your fehesy you ought not t6 
he fo malicious and enviousy to left them 
that would gladly read it to their Corrfort 
and Edification. And as for confounding 
that which is really Herefyy their havifig the 
Scriptures in their Mother Tonguey was the 
hefi Expedient for that Purpoje. 

Anno I jjo, there were certain Articles 
drawn up, figned by the King and Coun-^. 
cil, for Bilhop Gardiner to fubfcribc, one 

of 
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of which was, ft is convenieftt and godly ^ 
that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teftamcnt, that isy the whole Bible^ be 
had in Englilh and mblijhedy to be read (f 
every Man ; and that whojbever doth repel 
and dehort Men from reading thereof ^ dotb 
fvil and damnably ; Ukewife that Eralmus*^ 
Parafhrafe^ had been upon good Conftdera-^ 
tions ordered to be fit up in Churches. But 
he rcfufing to lign the Articles, his Bene- 
fice was firft fequeftfed for Three Months, 
which Time being expired, and he conti- 
nuing obftinate, he was at laft deprived, 

Ftdler tells us, there was anocher Tran- 
flation of the Bible, fct forth in this King's 
Reign, and not only fuffered to be read by 
particular Perfons, but ordered to be read 
over yearly, in the Congregation, as a 
, Part of the Liturgy, or Divine Service. 
He fays, he had Icen two feveral Editions 
thereof, one fet forth jinno i54p, the 
other liji, but neither of them divided 
into Verfes. 

Anno 1 553, Queen Mary coming to the 
Crown, dcfigned to reduce all Matters 
Ecclefiaftical to the fame State in which 
they ftood in the Begitining of the Reigti 
of the King her Father. All the Matters 
of the Church ftie left wholly to the Ma-i 
jiagcment of Gardiner ^ whom ft\e advanced 
from a Prifoncr in the Tower, to be Lord 
High-ChanccUor oi ^ngland^ He ruled 

Matters 
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Matters as he would^ and the Con&nt of 
the Parliament and Convocation followed 
his Head and his Will, and what he could 
not do at one Time, he did at another. 
The Parliament met in Oliober^ when an 
Ad was paifed for repealing King Ed' 
ward's Laws about "Religion. The Preanl- 
ble of it fets forth the great Dilbrders^ that 
had fallen out in the Nation, by the 
Changes that had been made in Religion, 
from that which their Fore-Fathers had 
left them, by the Authority of the Catho<- 
lick Church ; thereupon all the Laws that 
had been made in King Edward'sTimc about 
Religion, were now repealed ; and it was 
enaded by this Statute of Repeal, 7%at of- 
■ter the 20th of December nexty there Jbquld 
"be no other Form of Divine Service^ hut 
what had been ufed w the laji T^ear of King 
Henry the Ylllthy leaving all Clergy-men 
at Liberty in the mean Time, to ufe either 
the Old or New Service ; by which was 
rooted up all the Reformation, which had 
been planted for Seven Years before. 

At a Convocation held in Nwemher 
1554, an Addrefs was made by the Lower 
Houfe, to the Upper, wherein they peti- 
tioned for divers Things in Twenty Eight 
Articles meet to be poqfider'd for the Re- 
formation of the Clergy ; one whereof was, 
7%at all Booksy Latin and Englifh, concern-^ 
tn^ any hereticaly errgneousy or Jlandemus 

DoStrfmji^ 
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JDo^rlneSy might be deflroyed throughout thi 
Realm and burnt. . Among thcfe Books^ 
they let the fchilmatical Book (as they 
called it) the Comtnon-Prayer Book, and 
all fulpcded Tranflations of the Old and 
]S[ew vejlamenty the Authors whereof are 
recited in a Statute made in the Reign of 
Henry the Vlllth. (^o that the Common^ 
Prayer Book was burnt with very good 
Company, the Holy Bible.) y4nd that 
fuch as had thefe Books Jhould bring the 
fame to the Ordinary by a certain Day^ or 
otherwife to be taken and reputed as Favour-^ 
ers of thofe Doctrines. And that it might 
he lawful for all Bifhops to make Enquiry^ 
from time to timej for fuch Booksy and to 
take them from the Owners^ And for the 
better fuppreiling of fuch peftilcnt Books, it 
was defired, that Order may be taken with 
all Speed, that none fuch fliould> be print- 
ed, or fold within the Realm, nor brought 
from beyond Seas upon grievous Penalties; 
And the next Year 1555, a Proclamation 
was publiflicd againft importing, printing; 
readings felling, or keeping heretical 
Books. 

The Golpellers being perfecuted with 
much Fiercenels, by thofe of the Roman 
i?erfuafion, chiefly headed by two moft 
cruel-natured Men, Biftiop Gardinery and 
Biftiop Bonner ; feveral both of the Clergy 
iind Laity, made their Flight from thel^ 

. K Storms 
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tf} Sfrasiurgy Francforty Bazily Zurichy 
Genevay and other Places, where they 
were received with much Kindnefe, and 
had the Liberty of their ReKgious Wor- 
fliip granted them. In thefe Places fome 
followed their Studies, fbme tought School, 
fbme wrote Books, fbme affifted at the 
Brefs, and grew very dear to the learned 
Men in thofe Places. 

At Geneva a Club of them imployed 
themfelves, in tranflating the Holy Bible 
into Efiglijby intending to do it with 
more Exaanefs than hitherto had been 
done, having the Oj^rtunity of confidt- 
ing with Calvin and Beza in order there- 
unto. Thefe were Miles CmerdaUy Chri^ 
fiopber Gooilmany Anthony Gilhy^ fhomas 
^SamffoHy fViUiam Cole of Corpus Chrijli 
College OxoHy and fVilUam nhitingbamy 
all zealous Cahinifisy both in Dodrine 
and Dilciplinc. What they performed may 
be perceived by the Bible that gpcs under 
the Name of the Geneva Bible at this Day. 
It was in thoie Days, when it firft came 
forth, better efteemed of, than of later 
Times; but for a long while was much 
valued, by the Puritans, chiefly for the 
Sake of the Cahinijiical Annotations, and 
had feveral Impreffions. 

When Queen Elizabeth came to the 
Crown^ flie applied her firft Care to the 

, xcftor- 



Tcftoiihg of the Proteftant Religion, and 
therefore in December Aimo \S5% ^^ 
allowed by Proclamation, the Liberty of 
reading the Epiftles, Golpels, and Teti 
CoMmandments in EngUfh^ the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Litany might 
likewife be faid in the fame Language^ 
As to the reft of the Service, \-was to gd 
on by the Kubrick of the MifTals and Bre- 
viaries, and no Innovation to be made, 
in any of the Rites and Ceremonies there- 
unto belonging, 'till 'twas othcrwife or- 
dered. 

When the Queen paffed through the 
City from the Tower to her Coronation, in 
a Pageant erefted in Cheapjldey an old Man 
with a Scythe and Wings, reprefenting 
Time, appeared, coming out of a hollo# 
Place or Cave, leading another Perlbn all 
clad in white Silk, gracefully apparelled, 
who reprefented Truth, (the Daughter of 
Time) which Lady had a Book in her 
Hand, on which was written Verbum Veri^ 
tatis^ the Word of Truth- It was the Bi- 
ble in EngUfhj which, after a Speech made 
to the Queen, Truth reached down to- 
wards her, which was taken and brought 
by a Gentleman attending, to her Hands. 
As foon as flie received it, ftie kiifed it, 
and with both her Hands held it up, and 
then laid it upon her Breaft, greatly thank- 
It » ing 
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ing the City for that Prefcnt, and faid, -Jbf 
would often read over that Book. 

In the beginning of the next Year 1555^, 
the Queen appointed a Conference about 
Religion, between the Fapifts and Pro- 
jcftants when three Points were to be ar- 
gued. The I ft was, Whether 'tis againjl 
the fVord of Gody and the Cuftom of the 
Antient Churchy to officiate and admmijier 
the Sacraments in a Language unkswiwn to 
the <J^eopk ? Dr. Cok Dean of St. Pauh 
was appointed to deliver the Senfe of the 
Papifts, who taking the Negative of the 
Queftion, endeavoured amongft other Ar- 
guments, to fortify his Reafoning, with 
one drawn from the ill Tranflation of the 
Bible; Ifwejbould (fays he) confent to the 
Englilh Service^ we muji be obliged to King 
Edward'j Common^Prayer Book ; now this 
Book confifts of Verfions of the Pfalms, 
and other Parts of the Scripture, in which 
are feveral plain Miftakes and Deviations 
from the Original ; now thisy continues he, 
is downright depraving the Holy Scriptures^ 
and if the Liturgy muJi be regulated upon 
thisialfe franjlationy we may be f aid tojerve 
God with Lyes. 

The Papifts would not be kept to the 
Conditions of the Conference, but broke 
the Method agreed upon, and fell to 
wrangling and ftiifting, fo the Affembly 
^as difmifled. The Popifh Difputants 
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thought it their wifeft Courfe to prevent any 
farther Proceeding, left they might have 
been too clolely pinched in their Caufe, 
and the Weaknefs of their Arguments too 
openly appear to all. However it occa- 
fioned two Things to be done, i ft. To fet 
out the Doftrine of the Church, in feveral 
Articles ; and ndly. To review the Tran- 
flation of the Bible. 

For the Tranflation of the Bible, the 
Sees being all fiU'd, the moft learned Bi- 
ihops were by the Queen's Commiffion ap- 
pointed thereunto, whence it took the 
Name of the Bilhop's Bible* To each his 
part and Portion was afligned, with Orders- 
to add fome Marginal Notes, for tlic 
lUuftration of the Text, where they found 
it obfcure or difficult. The Pentateuch 
was committed to fVtUiam Alley Bilhop of 
Exeter ; Jojhua^ y^^&^^y Ruth, and the 
two Books of Samuel^ were given to Rich-- 
ard Davisy who was afterwards made Bi- 
fliop of St. Davids J when Toung was tran- 
flated to Tork ; all from Samuel to the 
fecond Book of Chronicle s^ was afligned to 
Edwyn Sandys^ then Bifhop of Worcefler ; 
from thence to the End of Joh^ to one 
whofe Name is marked A. P. C. which 
Collier fays, might probably ftand for An^ 
drew Perjbn Cantuarienjisy one of the Arch- 
bifhop's Chaplains, and Prebendary of Can-^ 
terbury j the Pfdms were given to Thomas 
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Bentham Bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield \ 
Collier thinks this was more probably fba^ 
mas Beacon Prebendary of Canterbury ; tfafe 
Proverbs to one that is marked jt4. ^. here 
is a 6" ftanding at fbme Diftance^ probably 
(fays Collier) to diftinguifh the Per/on from 
the former A. P. C; the Song of Solomony to 
one marked A. P. E. thefe Collier (aya, 
ftand for Andrew Pern EUenfisy he being 
at that Time Prebendary of Ely ; all from 
thence to the Lamentation^ was given M 
Robert Horn Biftiop of Winchejier j Ezi^ 
kiel and Daniel^ to Bentham ; irom thence 
to Malachij to Edmund Grindal Bifhop of 
London ; the Apocrypha^ to the Book of 
Wifdom^ to Barhw Bilhop of Chichefter^ 
and the reft of it to John Parhhurji Bifhop 
of Norwich ; the Gofpelsy A0s^ and the 
Epiftle to the Romans^ to Richard Cox Bi- 
lhop of Ely ; the Epiftles to the Corift^ 
thians^ to one marked G. G. which Collier 
fays, probably may ftand for Gabriel 
Goodman^ then Dean of Wejimin/ier : To 
whom the reft of the New Tejlament wa» 
afligned is not known, there being na 
Capital Letters fubjoined. All thefe Aln 
lot men ts may be gathered from the Bible 
it felf, as it was afterwards fct out by 
Archbilhop Parker ; for at the End of 
every Section or Portion, the initial Letters 
of his Name ox Title that h3,d tranflated k, 
were printed. 

Upon 
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Upon the Death of Queen Mary the 
EngHjb Exiles at Geneva returned home, 
except Ibmc few, fV^hittingham^ and one or 
two more, who ftaid behind to finifti their 
Tranflation of the Bible, wherein they had 
proceeded a good way already. They 
congratulated the Queen's Acceffion to the 
Crown, by prefenting her with the Book 
of Pfalms in Englijhy which they had print- 
ed at Geneva in a little Volume, with 
Notes in the Margent, (being Part of the 
Work they were about) and dedicated to 
the Queen j the Dedication dated from Ge^ 
neva^ February the i oth 1 555), (Anno ine-^ 
unte) exhorts her now in her Entrance oa 
her Government, to go on with Refblution 
in reforming Religion, from the Corruptions 
of Papiftry. That in the mean Seafon, 
they, according to the Talents God had 
given them, thought it their Duty, with 
themoft convenient Speed, to further, even 
with the utmoft of their Power, her godly 
Proceedings. And albeit they had begun 
more than a Year ago, to perufe the Eng-^ 
lijh Tranflation of the Bible, and to bring 
it to the pure Simplicity and true Meaning 
of the Spirit of God; yet when they heard 
that Almighty God had miraculously pre- 
ferved her to that moft excellent Dignity, 
with moft joyful Minds and great . Dili- 
gence, they endeavoured themfelves to 
let forth this moft excellent Book of the 
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Pfalms^ unto her Grace, as a fpccial Tokcri 
of their Service and good Will, 'till the 
reft of the Bible, which was in good Rca- 
dinefs, fliould be accompliflied and pre- 
iented. 

And now Care was taken by thofe in 
Commifiion for Religion, to fupply vacant 
Churches, and that fit Men might be provi- 
ded to officiate in them. For that Purpofc 
thole that were admitted to Curacies, were 
bound to fubfcribe certain Articles of 
Dodrine, and other Articles or Injundions 
for their Behaviour and Obedience, in the 
Difcharge of their Miniftry. By thefc laft^ 
all Minifters ^cre obliged to read every 
Day, one Chapter of the Bible at leaftj 
and all that were admitted Readers in the 
Church, were daily to read one Chapter at 
leaft of the Old 7'ejiament^ and another of 
the New^ with good Advifem'ent, to the 
Increafe of their ICnowledge. 

As the Biftiops, and the learned fbber 
Divines, preacfiea much themfelves, fo 
they did what they could to promote it 
every where : But feveral People, inftrufted 
and direded fecretly by Papifts, (iefpifcd 
preaching, and abfented themfelves as 
much as they could from Sermons* The 
Pricfts were defperately afraid the People 
Ihould hare too much Knowledge ; they 
would have them in Blindneis ftill. And 
as thefe Men would Ipeak their Mind 
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agamft Preaching, ib would they do alfb 
againft the common Ufc of the Scriptures, 
It was mvfr a good fVorld (would they 
lay) Jince the fVord of God came abroad ; 
and that It was not meet for the People to 
have it J or read it j but they muji receive 
it at the Prieji's Mouth ; they were the 
Nurfes (fay they) that mujt chew the Meaty 
before the Children eat it : But to thefe it 
was replied, It is Jo foyjbned in their filthy 
Mouths^ and (linking Breaths^ that it foy^ 
fonethy butfeedeth not the Hearer. 

The Geneva Bible being finiihed, was 
printed in J^arto jinno 15(^0, with an 
Epiftle to the Queen, and another to the 
Reader : Thefe Addrefles charged the 
Englijh Reformation with the Remains of 
Popery, and endeavoured to prevail with 
the Queen to ftrike oflf ieveral Ceremonies ; 
this giving Offence, might be the Reafon 
why they were left out in the after £diri- 
^ tions. Brief Annotations were fct upon all 
the hard Places, as well for the underftanding 
obfcure Words, as for Declaration of the 
Text, that is, they made a Qalvinijiical 
Comment on the Bible, and endeavoured 
to lead the Reader into the Opinions of 
the Geneva Brethren. Figures were infers- 
ted in certain Places in the Books of Mojes^ 
KingSj and of Ezekielj which fcemcd fo 
dark, that by no other Defcription they 
could be made eafy to the Reader. There 
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were joined two Tables, the one of Inter* 
prctations of Hebrew Names, and the other 
containing the principal Matters of the 
whole Bible. There was a Defign. after- 
wards, Jlnno 15^5. for reprinting it, and 
Ibme time had been fpent in reviewing and 
correding it, and Application was made to 
the Secretary Cecil by the Undertakers, 
who refufed to affift them, 'till he had 
confulted with Archbiftiop Parker. The 
Archbiftiop wrote to the Secretary in their 
Behalf, but with this Condition, that he 
Jhould bring them under ^n Engagementy 
that the ImpreJJion Jhould fafs under the 
jirchbijbof* s Regulation^ and not be publijh* 
ed without his Conjent and Advice. This 
Caution Collier thinks was thrown in, that 
the Bilhops might have it in their Power 
to alter ibme mif-tranflated FaiTages, and 
expunge fome exceptionable Annotations 
relating to Civil Government. The Un- 
dertakers not being willing to come under 
thefe Reftraints, deferred the Imprcflion 
^till after Parker's Death : This was taken 
ill, and the Author of the Troubles at 
Frankfort maketh this Complaint, f, 1 64. 
If that Bible were fuch as no Enemy of God 
could jiijily find fault with^ then may Men 
marvel^ that fuch a JVork^ being fo profita^ 
ble^ fhould find jo fmall Favour^ as not to 
be printed again ; if it be not faithfully 
tranjlated^ then let it fill find as little Fa- 
vour 
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vour as it dotby becauji of the tnconvemefh- 
cies that afalje vram/lation brings with it. 

'The Great Bible^was Jnno 1562, reprint^ 
ed, wz. that oi Cover daU^s Tranflation, that 
had been printed in the Time of King Hen-^ 
ry the VIII, and alfo in the Time of King 
Edward^ for the Ulc of the Church ; and 
now again under Qiicen Elizabeth y having 
.undergone the Archbiflhop's Review, This 
wa5 to ferve till the Biihops, who were 
affigned their Particular Portions of the 
Holy Scriptures (as before related)- had 
finiihed their Review, in ordef to the fet- 
ting it forth more correAly, This likewife 
was taken ill by the Favourers of the 
Church of Genevdy who wanted an Order 
to have their Tranflation let up, and ufed 
in all Churches, inftead of the old Bible. 
They alledged that the old Tranflation 
(whofe-lbever it is ) altho' it ought not 
to be condemned, yetisit^Uiid both ob- 
fcure, unpcrfed, and fuperfluous, and alfo 
falfe in many Places* 

In -a- Convocation jimw 1563, it. was 
.dcterrtiined that the .ix>mmoi) Service of 
the Church, ought to be celebrated in a 
Tong^ which was iiijderftood by the 
People, as may bd foen in the Book.pf ^Ar- 
ticlesi>yhich came out. this Year, j^ri. 0.4. 
Andi virberca« in fViiks the People were 
very .Po|Hlhly inclined, and very Igno- 
lant^ it rwas ordered in Patlianicnt, j Eliz. 

L 2 c. a8* 
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^is this way. This Bible hath divers Al- 
terations in the Tranflation, from the for- 
mer Englijh ones, which fhews it to have 
been all rcvifcd anew 5 and there are divers 
Notes fet in, the Margin by the Archbi- 
Jhop, very ligiiilicant and inftruftive, but 
diflferent from the Notes of Tyndal and Cb- 
"perdak. At the Head of this Bible is a 
Preface of the Archbilhop's, in which he 
recommends the Work, but takes Care to 
pteferve a Refpcft to the Verfion publifhed 
by Archbilhop Cranmer : He obferves the 
Impreffion was in a great meafure fpent, 
and that many Churches were unfurniflied 
vith convenient Bibles. The Scarcity of 
Copies, was one Realbn for the undertak- 
ing the Work ; neither was any thing done 
to dilparage the former Tranflation, which 
theymoftly followed, and eftecmed next 
tcytha f Original. And as for the Variety 
of Tranflations, they are to be looked up- 
on as a fpecial Blcffing of Providence, that 
by this Means the Divine Pleafure is farther 
communicated, and a fuller Provifion made 
for general Inltruftion, and the Perplexity 
of the Text often difintangled. 

The next Year 15(^5^, the Archbifhop 
put out another Impreffion of it in large 
O^avOy for the Ufe of private Families, 
which could not purchalc the Folio^ that. 
fo they might be fupplied with the Sacred 
Bible. And ia a Convocation convened 
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tS7^9 invi^r/7, a Book of Capons pafsM, 
wherein it was required,^ Thit every ^ifhop 
(hould catife the Holy Bible in the lar,gefi 
yblamey to be Jet up in fome convenient 
Place of his Hall or Parlor y that as well 
fhqje of his own Family,- as aUfuch Stran^ 
gers as refort to him^ 'might ^ have recaurje 
Jto it J if they f leafed. Which Canon f^ems 
to have beea made for keeping up the^Re- 
jHitation of £he Englifb '&XA(^%y publickly 
authorized for (he Ufe of this Church, the 
Credit and Authority of which Tranflation, 
.was much decried by thofe of the Genevedn 
Fadion, to advance their own. , r 

This Bible was again reprinted the next 
Year 1 57^, ' with leveral .Corredions and 
Amendments : Before it is a Preface by 
Archbiihop Parlor on the Oi/ I'ejtam^nty 
and another. to the JV^, together with 
Cranmer's Prologue before .the Bible; It 
Jhath all alc»ig many Marginal References 
and Notes, and many ornamental Cuts, 
and inftrudive Piftures (Jifperfcd up and 
down, and divers ufcful Tables. ,. .. 

In IS7S there was a Convocation, when 
on the 17 th oi March y Archbifhop Grindal 
being prefent, feveral Articles were read, 
and afterwards £ubfcrib'd by both Hpufe^, 
for the Regulatioil of the Clergy* By tte 
Eleventh the Biftiops wercr to take Care, 
7bat all JnctLpihents and Cmates under the 
'X>egr^e_ of Ma^e^r .of jirts^^ and not Preach-^ 
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ersy Jhmld provide themfelves the New 
Teftamcnt, both in Latin and Englifti or 
Wclih, read a Chapter every Day^ and com^ 
fare the Tranjlations together. 

And in 1583 Archbiftiop JVhitgift pub- 
liflied his Vifitation Articles, wherein it 
was cordcred, ^hat one Kind of T'ranjlation 
of the Bible be only us'd in publick Service^ 
as well in Churches as Chapels^ and that 
to he the fame which is now authorized by 
the Confent of the Bifhops. From whence 
'tis probable the Archbiftiop might be fen- 
fible, the Geneva Tranflation was ufcd in 
fome Parifties, 

ff^ood in his Athen(;e Oxonienfes^ Vol. i. 
p. 25)7, tells us one Lawrence uompfon^ an 
under Secretary to Secretary Walfingham^ 
made a new Verfion of the iiew Ye/lament 
ftom Beza^s Latin Tranflation, together 
with a Tranflation of Beza*s Notes, but 
very feldom varied from the Geneva Tran- 
slation. 

And now the Proteftants had made 
Tranflations of the Bible, into the Lan- 
guages of their feveral Countries, that the 
People might read the Holy Sciiptu 
Hereupon the Romanijls made new Ti 
flations alio, into moft Languages of 
Europe^ to oppofe thofe of the Hereticks 
(as they called them) and to keep the 
Faithful (thofe of their Communion, they 
mean) from reading Tranflations made by 
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Protcftants ; with this Difference, that the 
Fapifts have tranflated from the Vulgar 
Latin J as being not only better than all 
other Latin Tranflations, but than the 
Greek of the New ^efiament it fel^ in 
thole Places where they difagree, as they 
would make their Adyerfaries themfelves 
confefs ; whereas the Proteftants have had 
lecourfe to the Hebrew and Greekj which 
they look upon as true Originals. When 
they could not altogether fupprefs the 
Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, where-* 
by their Errors are difcovered, they 
thought it the next way for their Purpofc, 
by their partial Tranflation, as much as 
they could, to obfcure them^ and by thdr 
Heretical Annotations to pervert them, that 
the one ihould make them unprofitable, 
the other alfb hurtful. Thus jt4mo 1582, 
came forth the Rhemljb Tranflation of the 
New T'ejlamenty neither good Greeks Latin. 
nor Englljhy being every where befpeckleq 
with hard Words, (pretended not to be 
rendred into Engltfh without Abatement of 
fomc ExprejQivenefs) which tranfcended 
common Capacities ; befides it is taxed of 
^u^jbfimiliable Errors therein. They tell us 
in the Preface, I'hey do not publijh this 
Tranflation upon an erroneous Opinion ofNe^ 
cejfity that the ' Holy Scriptures jhould 
always he In our Mother Tongue^ or that 
they ought y or were ordained by Gody to be 

read 
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tead indifferently of all ; or could he eajtty 
uiiderjfood of every ohe^ that readcth or hear^ 
eth them in a known Language ; or that they 
were not often^ through Mens Malice or Infr^ 
fniiyj pernicious ^nd much hurtful to many ; 
or that they generally and ahfolutely deemed it 
fnoh convenient in it felf and more agrees 
able to God's Word and Honour^ of Edifca-» 
tion of the Faithful^ to have thim turned 
into vulgar ^ongues^ than to be kept and 
JlMied only in the Hcclejiajiical learned Lan^ 
gtiages ; or that every one who underjlood 
the learned Languages wherein the Scriptures 
were written^ or other Languages into which 
they were tranjlatedy mighty without Repre^ 
*henjiony read them \ not for thefe or any fuch 
Rhe Caufes did they tranjlate this facred 
Book ; but having CompaJJion to fee their 
helmed Countrymevy with extreme Dangeir 
of their Souls (as they would have them 
believe) to ufe'fuch profane Tran/lationsj 
and erroneous Mens mere Fancies y for the 
ptire and bleffed JVord of Truth y they pt 
forth the New Teftament to begin withaly 
trufiing that it may give Occajm to thenty 
after diligent perujing thereof to lay arjoav 
at leaBfuch impure Verjions (as they tprm'd 
them; as hitherto they have made ufe cf. They 
added large Annotations, to Ihew (they 
faid) the ftudious Reader^, in moft Places 
pp'Caining to the Controvcrfies of thofc 
Times, both the Heretical Conruptions, 

M and 
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and falfe Deduftions, and alfo tht Apofto- 
lick Tradition, the Expofitions of the 
Holy Fathers, the Decrees of the Catho- 
lick Church, and molt ancient Councils. 
it was printed m large Paper, with a fm 
Letter and Margin ; which fome inter- 
preted t(9f be purpofely done, to enhance 
the Price, to put it paft the Power of 
common People to purchafe it. But if the 
Lay Romanifts fhould fecretly purchafe one 
of thefe Rbemijb Teftamenta, he durft not 
own the reading thereof, without the Per- 
miifion of his Superiours liceni6[ng him 
thereunto. 

Secretary WaUingJbamy by his Lettcn, 
follicited Mr. fmmas CartwrtghP to imder- 
take the confuting this Rhemifb Tracih- 
tion ^ and the better to enable him to 
undert9J|s:c. the Work, lent him an Hun^ 
dred Pounds out of his own Purfe. JVat- 
^nghani^ Letters to Cartwpigbty are fecon- 
ded by another from the Dodors and 
H^ads of Houfe& (and X>f . FuJk amoogft 
ih^ xc^) 2% Cambridgey befides the Impoi;' 
tunity of the Minifters ^i London, and 
►- ^Jki fcUciting him to the lame 
Hereupon Cdrtwrigkt fct to the BuCuodS, 
and was very forward in the PurjOiampe 
thewof f of which Archbilhop H^lohg^ 
had na^ fooner Notice, but preicotly he 
prohibited his farther Proceeding thercm. 
i^any commended tgb Care, not to intruft 
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d^c Defence of the Dodrine of the Church 
of England^ to a Pen £> difa^dted to the 
Diicipline thereof. Others blamed his Jea* 
loufy, to deprive the Church of fo learned 
Fains of him, whofe Judgment would fo 
Iblidly, and AfiTeftions fb xealoufly confute 
the publick Adverfary. Diflicartned here- 
at, Cartwrlgbt defifted ; but Ibme Year? 
hereafter, encouraged by a Perfbn of Qua- 
lity, he rc-aflumed the Work, but, prevent- 
ed by Death, perfeded no farther than 
the ijth Chapter of the Revelations. 
^any Years lay this Work neglefted, and 
the Copy thereof Moufe-eaten in part, 
whence the Printer cxcuied fonie Defeds 
therein in his Edition, which tho' late, yet 
at laft came forth jinno i6i 8. Mean time 
whilft Cartwrlghfs Refutation of the 
Rbemijb Tranflation was thus retarded, 
Dr. fviUiam Fulk Matter of Pembroke Hall 
in Cambrldgey entred the Lift againft it, 
judicioufly and learnedly performing his 
Undertaking therein. 

The Rhemifts profefe in thdr Preface to 
the l^em T^eftamnt^ "that the Old Teftament 
aljb lietb by tb^rn^ for lack of good Means tg 
fuhlifh tbe whole in juch jort^ as a Work 
ff fo great Charge mi Importance re^uireth. 
Out of Fear it arifcth, that they which 
hitherto could not endure the Holy Scrip- 
tures to be read of the People in their Mo- 
ther TqngHf;, npw left they ihould utr 
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tcrly fall from the Hope of their Gain, 
through a vehement Sufpicion of Tugling 
and playing under-board with the People, 
are conftrained to profefi a Readinefs to 
print that, which they Ibmetimes burned, 
and pretend an Allowance of that, which 
in Times paft they condemned. They 
were wont to boaft of the Zeal of Popes, 
Cardinals, and other great Prelates of the 
Komljh Seft, for the Converfion of our 
Nation, and reducing it unto their Obedi- 
ence : Were they all fo ftrait-laced, that 
none of them could find wherewith to 
bear the Charges of printing a Work lb 
ncceflary^ or at leaft-wife profitable, ^s 
they pretend the Tranflations of the Scrip- 
tures to be for the Maintenance of the 
Catholick Religion ? But about Ipmc 
Twenty Years after, that long-looked for 
Work crept forth into the World, little 
Notice being taken thereof by the Proteft- 
ants, partly becaule there was no great 
Eminency therein to intitle it to their Pe- 
rufal ; and partly becaufe that Part of the 
Bible is of leaft Concernment in the Con- 
trovprfy betwixt us and the Church of 
Rome. 

In the latter end of Queen Elizabefh^s 
Reign, jdnibrofe UJber Brother to Dx. 
James XJfher^ Primate of Ardmagh^ having 
attained to great Skill and Perfedion in the 
Oriental Tongues, reqdred much of the 
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Old teflament from the original Hebrew in- 
to EngUjh^ but it was never made publick. 

King James the Firft being come to the 
Crowti jinrfo 1603, the Presbyterian Party 
made their Application fpeedily to him, 
in Hopes to have their Government fet up* 
And the King having received a Petition 
from certain Perfons of over-zealous Spi^ 
rits, againft the Eftablilhed Government 
and Liturgy in the Church, appointed a 
Conference to be held at Hampton Courts 
the 14th of January i6o\ for the fettling 
the Peace of the Church, and the quiet- 
ing the Complaints of its Advcrfarics. 
Here Dr. Reynoldsy one of the Oppofers of 
Conformity, moved that the Bible might 
be anew tranflated, alledging that flich 
Tranflations as were then extant, anfwcrcd 
not the Original, and he inftanced in three 
Particulars ; Galat. iv. 25, in the Original 
ov(j'T0i:)(i7y ill-tranflated, hordereth. Pf. cv. 
n8. in the Original, ^hey were not difohe-^ 
dienty ill-tranflated, T'bey were not obedient, 
^f. cv. 30. in the Original, Phineas exe^ 
(uted Judgment y ill-tranflated, Phineas 
frayed. To which the King reply ed, T'hat 
he could never yet fee a Bible well tranjlated 
in Englifh, but thought that of ally that cf 
Geneva was the worji ; adding, / wijh 
fome fpecial Pains was taken for an uniform 
Tran/lationy which Jhould he done by the 
beji learned in both Univerfttesy then re^^ 
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viewed by the Bi/hopSy frefented t9 the 
Privy ^Councily and lafty ratified by Royaf 
Authority^ to be read in the whole Churchy 
and no other. Here Bancroft Bifijipp of 
London interpofcd, faying, // was fit nq 
Marginal Ubtes Jhould be added thereunto. 
To which the King rralyed, 7%at Caveat 
is well put iny for in the Geneva TranfUh 
tion fome Notes are partial^ untrue^ /eaiti-' 
ousj and favouring of traiterous Conceits. 
As when From Exod. i. ip. Difbbedience tq 
Kings is allowed in a Marginal Note^ sipd 
ad Chron. xv. i6. King yifa is taxed in 
the Note for only depofing his Mother for 
Idolatry, and not killing her. To theie 
Exceptions may be added two more ; the 
firft is their Comment upon the 1 2th Verfe 
of the ad of St. Matthew ; here they tell 
us, That Fromife ought not to be kept 
where God's Honour and preaching of \x\$ 
Truth is hindred ; or elfe it ought not to 
be broken. What loofe Cafuiftry is thia ? 
What a defperate Expedient is this to juftify 
the Breach of Promifes and Oaths ; of Coo-* 
trafts between Man and Man ? What In- 
iiirredions and Confufions have been raifed 
upon this Pretence ? The other extra- 
ordinary Comment is on Revel, ix. 3. 
where the Locufts that come out of the 
Smoke are faid to be falle Teacher*, Ho- 
rcticks, aad worldly fiUjtlc Prelates, ytith. 
Monks, Fryars, Cardinal, Patriarchs, A^IVr 
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bifhops, BifhopSy Dodors^ Batchelors, and 
Mafters ; a ftrong CompofiticHi of Ignorance 
and Ui-wilL What broad Inuendo's are 
iiere upon the EngUjh Clergy, and all 
thoie diftinguiihed with Degrees in the 
tJniverfities ? Thcfe, it leems, according 
to the Skill and Charity of the Genevean 
Annotators, are Part of the Locufts that 
^ame imoaking out of the bottomleis Pit* 

This produced a Refblution in his 
Muefiy for a new Tranflation, who ap- 
pomted certain learned Men to the Num- 
Der of Fifty-four for that Purpofe ; and 
to encourage this Work, the JCing made 
ibme preparatory Advances, as appears by 
his Letter to the Archbifliop of Canterbury 
of ytdy aid 1^04, wherein he tells him. 
He hid already apfointed certain learned 
Men for the frorkj divers of which having 
Other no Ecclejaflical Preferment at aUj or 
elfe fo very JmaU^ that the Jamf was far 
unmeet for Nkn of their Defer ts^ he gives 
jDire^ians for the Remedy of ity hy taking 
Care for their Preferment. He alfo rcquL- 
reth all Bilhops, to inform themjGblves of 
all luch learned Men within their fevcral 
pioce£:a, as haying elpecial Ski3i in the 
Hebrew and dreek Tongues,, have taken 
Pains in their private Studies of the Scrip- 
tures, for the clearing of any Obfcuritics 
dther in the BJebrew or in the Greeks or 
tQUcbtng any DilEcultics or Miftakcs in 
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the former Englifh Tranflation, and to 
charge them to lend fuch their OblerVl- 
tions in, to be imparted to the feveral 
Companies imployed, that fo the intcfndcd 
Tranflation might have the Help and Fdr- 
therance of all the principal learned Men in 
the Kingdom. 

Before this Work was begim, Seven of 
the Perlbns nominated for it, were either 
Dead, or declined the Task ; for the Lift 
of the Tranflators, as given us by Fullety 
amounts to but Forty-Seven. This Num- 
ber was ranged under Six Divifions, and 
feveral Parcels of the Bible aflSgned them, 
according to the feveral Places, whete 
they were to meet, confer, and confult 
together. Every one of the Compary was 
to tranflate the whole Parcel ; then they 
were to compare thefc together ; and when 
any Company had finiflied their Part, they 
were to communicate it to the other Com- 
panies, {b that nothing Ihould pafs with- 
out a general Conlent. The Names of the 
Perlbns and Places where they met, toge- 
ther with the Portions of Scripture afligned 
each Company, were as follow* 

I/?, Dr. Lancelot Andrews^ firft Ftllow, 
then Mafter of Pembroke Hall in Cam^ 
bridge y at this Time Dean^of Weflminflery 
afterwards Biftiop of Ely^ then of Win-^ 
chejier. idly^ Dr. John Overally Fellow of 
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Trinity College, Matter of Catherine Hall 
in Cambric^e^ at this Time Dean of St, 
P^ul\ afterwards Bilhop, firft of Coventpy 
and Litchfieldy then of Norwich, ^dfyy Dn 
yidrian Saravia^ a Native of jlrtoisy bred 
at the Univerfity of Leyden^ but a ftroiig 
Aflertor of Epfcopacy. This ^Doctrine 
beipg di£coura,ged in his own fcountry, 
where the Parity of Minifters was an Ar- 
ticle of their publick Confcflion, he caft 
himfelf upon the Proteftion of the Church 
of England^ in which he was preferred to 
be a Prebendary of Canterbury and Hyt^ 
mnjiery and conlidered in other refpcAs 
to his Satisfaftion. 4^hJyy Dr. Lay fields FeU 
low of Trinity College in Cambndgey Par- 
fon of St. Ckment-Danes ; being skilled in 
Architedure, his Judgment was much re- 
lied upon for the Fabrick of the Tabernacle 
and Temple. Sthly^ Dr. Clerky Fellow of 
Chrift College in Cambridge^ Preacher in 
Canterbury ; not in the Lift of thofe that 
met. 6thly^ Dr. Leighy Archdeacon of 
Mtddkfixy Parfon of Allhallows Barkings 
ythly^ Dr. Burgley. %thlyy Mr. King. Sthly^ 
Mr. 7*ompfon. lothly^ Mr. Bedwelly feme- 
time of St. John's College in Cambridge^ 
and Vicar of Tott^ham nc^r London, ^ 

Thefe Ten met at Pf&fiminjiery and to 
them were affigned the ^entateuch^ the 
Hiftory from Jofhua to the Firit Book of 
Chronicks excluiivcly^ 
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idly^ To meet at Cambridge Eighty viz. 
tftj Mr. Lively the King's Hebrew Reader 
in Cambridge, adly^ Mr. John Ricbardfonj 
Fellow of Emanuel CoUege, afterwards 
Dodor of Divinity, Mafter firft of Peter^ 
Houfey then of Trinity College, ^dfyy Mr. 
Chadderton^ after Dodor in Divinity, Fel- 
low firft of Chrijl College, then Mafter 
of Emanuel, ^bly^ Mr. Dillingham^ Fel- 
low of Chrijl College, beneficed in Bed^ 
f0rdjhirey where he died. S^^fyj Mr. j4ji* 
drewsy after Doftor in Divinity and Ma^ 
fter of Jefus College, Brother to the Bi- 
fliop of Winchejier. dthlyy Vit. Harrifon 
Vice-Mafter of frinity College, ythly^ Mr. 
Spaldingy Fellow of St. John\ and He- 
brew Profeffor in that College. %thlyy Mr. 
Bingy Fellow of Peter^Houfey and He^ 
brew Profeffor therein. 

To thelc were allotted the Books from 

the Firft of the Chroniclesy with the reft of 

the Hiftory, and the Hagiographay viz. 

Joby Pfalmsy Proverbsy Canticles^ Eccle^ 

Jiajles. ^ 

^dfyy For Oxford were choien Seven, 
viz. \Jiy Dr. John Hardingy Prefidcnt of 
Magdalen College, idlyy Dr. John Rey^ 
noldsy Prcfident of Corpus Chrifli College; 
dyed fbon after his ingaging in this Work : 
He was born at Pinhoe in Devon/hire^ bred 
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in Oxford where he was King's ProfeflTor ; 
his Brother H^tUiam and himfelf happened 
to divide in their Perfuafion, yohn was a 
2ealous Papift, and fViUiam as heartily en-- 
gaged in the Reformation. Afterwards the 
two Brothers entring into a clofe Difpute^ 
argued with that Strength, that they turned 
each other. This Dr. Reynolds^ notwith- 
ftanding his appearing for the Diflenters 
at the Hampton^Court Conference, con- 
formed himfelf to the Church Ceremonies. 
3^/^, Dr. Thomas Holland^ Redor of Exe-^ 
ter College, and the King's ProfcfTor of 
Divinity, /ifhly, Dr. Richard Kilby, Reft- 
or of Lincoln College, and Hebrew Pro- 
feffor. Sthly^ Mr. Miles Smithy after Doc- 
tor in Divinity, and Bifliop of Gloucefier. 
He wrote the Preface to the Tranflation,. 
and was one of the Revifors of the whole 
Work, when finilhed. 6thlyy Dr. Richard 
£reUy Redor of ^uainton in Buckingham^ 
Jhire. Jthly^ Mr. raircl^we. 

Thefe had for their Task the Four 
' greater Prophets, with the Lament at ions y 
and the Twelve leffer Prophets. 

^hly^ For the Prayer of ManaJJeSy and 
the reft of the jipocrypha^ Seven were ap- 
pointed at Cambridge. ifly Dr. Du forty 
Prebendary of Ely^ and Matter of Jefus 
College. %dlyy Dr. Brainthwaitey firft 
Fellow of Enmuely then Mafter of Gor/vil 

N a and 



V 



C 9* 1 

«nd Caks College* ^4fyy Dr. jR^Af F^low 

fk%xt Doaor in Divinity, Mafter of <S&//iff 
College, and Mirgaret Profeflftw-t 5**^, 
Mr. Downjy Fellow of St. yol)n% and 
GftfiJJb Profeflbr. 6^i&^, Mr. Boyje^ PcMom^ 
bf St. 5^e>^»'s, Prebendary of i^j and Pat* 
fon of Boxworth in Cambridgjhire. ythfyy 
Mr. /f^rii/, Fellow of King^s College, after 
Dodor in Divinity, Prebendary of CH-^ 
cbejter^ and Redot of BtJhof^Wdpham in 
Hampjhire^ 

Sthly^ For tbe New fejtamenty thctt 
were the Four Gofpels, yJiisj znd Revela^ 
tionsy affigned to Eight at Oxford^ viz. ifi 
Dr. Thomas Ravis Dean of Chrijfi Church, 
afterwards Bilhop of London, idly^ Dr. 
George AbhQt^ Mafter of Univerfity Col- 
lege, afterwards Archbiftop of Carfter^ 
hury. ^dly^ Dr. Eedes. ^thly^ Mr. Thamp^ 
fon. s^^j Mr. SaviL 6thlyy Dr. P^n. 
Jthly^ Dr. Ravens. %1>hly^ Mr. Harmer^ 

6fhlyy The Epiftles of St. Paul^ and the 
Canonical Epiftles, were affigned to Seven 
at Wefiminfter^ viz. lyf , Dr. William Sar* 
loWy of Trinity Hall in Cambridge^ Dean 
of Chejier^ a^ter Biftiop of Lincoln, 'xdkfy 
Dr. Hutchenjbn. ^dly^ Dr.^ Spenfer. 4fhly, 
Mr. Fenton. S^^fyy Mr. Rabbet. 6thlyy Mr. 
Sanderfon, Jthly^ Hu JOakins. 

That 
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That thefe might |M'oceed Co the beft 
Advamage in their Method and Manage«> 
mant ^ tte King recommended the IbUoww 
ing Rules to t^ by them moft ^arelully 
oWerrod : 

ift. ^e wikiHnry £fbk ret^ m tie 
Vhurch^ eammonfy caiM the Bijhep$ BiUe^ 
te be foilowed^ and as little aliend as the 
Original wotUd ferndt. 

adfy^ The Names of the Prophets and 
Infpired Writers, with the other Names 
in the Text, to be kept as near as maybe^ 
as they (land at prelent by cultomary Ufe. 

^dfyj The old Ecclcfiaftical Words to 
be kept, viz. the Word Church, not to be 
tranflated Congregation, &€. 

4thfyy When a Word hath divers Signi- 
fications, that to be kept, which hath 
been moft commonly ufcd .by the moft of 
the Ancient Fathers, Ijeteg agreeable to 
the Propriety of the Hace, and the Ana* 
logy of Faith. 

Sthfyj the Divilion of the Chapters not 
to be altered,, or as little as may be, if 
JN^ceffity lb require. 

6thlyy No Mjirginal Notes at all to be 
affixed, but only for die Explanation of 
the Hebrew or Greek Words, which eta- 
not, without fome Circumlocution, {o 
briefly and fitly be exprdflfed in (he Text. 
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ythfy^ Such Notations of Places Co be 
marginally fet down^ as ihall ferve for the 
fit Reference of one Scripture to another. 

ifJbfyj Every particular Man of each 
Company, to take the Chapter or Chapters 
affigned for the whole Company, and hay- 
ing tranilated or amended them ieverally 
by himfclf, all the Divifion was to meet 
together, examine their refpeftive Perfor- 
taiances, and agree for their Parts what ihall 
ftand. 

phfyj As any one Company hath finiihcd 
a Book in this Manner, they ihall iend it 
to the reil to be further confider'd. 

lothfyy If any Company, upon the Re- 
view of the Book fb fent, doubt or diflfcr 
upon any Place, they were to note the 
Place, and fend back the Reafbns of their 
Difagrecment. If they happen to differ 
about the Amendments, the Difference was 
to be referred to a general Committee, con- 
iifting of the chief Pcribns of each Com- 
pany, at the end of the Work. 

1 1 thly^ When any Place is found remark- 
ably Obfcure, Letters were to be direded 
by Authority, to any learned Perfon in the 
Land, for their Judgment thereupon. 

I ^thly^ Letters to be fent from every Bi- 
ihop to the reft of his Clergy, admoniihing 
them of this Tranflation in Hand j and to 
move and charge as many as being skilful in 
the Tongues, and having taken Pains in that 
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Kind, to fend their particular Obfervatlons 
to the Company, either at fVeftminfiery 
Cambridge^ or Oxford. 

lithfyj The Direftors in each Company 
to be the Dean of JVeJiminJitr and Chefter 
for that Place, and the King's Profeffori 
in Hebrew and Greeks in each Umvcrfity. 

14/%, The Tranflations of 7y«^/, A4i/- 
thewsy Coverdaky Whitchurch^ and Geneva^ 
to be ufed, when they come clofer to the 
Original, than the Bifliop's Bible. 

Lafifyy Three or Four of the moft Emi- 
nent Divines in either of the Univerfities, 
tho' not of the Number of the Tranflators, 
were to be afligned by the Vice-ChanceU 
lor, to confult with other Heads of Houfes, 
to be O verfeers of the Tranflations* 

Thefe entred upon the Work in the 
Spring i<Jo7, and profecuted it with all 
due Care and Deliberation ; but it was 
about Three Years before it was finiflied. 
The untimely Death of Mr. Edward Ltvelf 
(much Weight of the Work lying on his 
Skill in the Original Tongues) much re- 
tarded the Proceedings ; however the reft 
vigoroufly, tho' flowly, proceeded in this 
hard, heavy, and holy Task, nothing 
ofFended with the Cenfures of impatient 
People, condemning their Delays (thrf 
indeed but due Deliberation) for Lazinefs. 
But after long Expedation and great 
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Deflre, came forth this new Tranflation 
jfyno i6iOj the Divines haying been at 
great Fains in the Work, not onlv examin- 
ing the Ghanels by the Fountain, Tran« 
flations with the Original, which was abp 
iblutcly neceflary, but alio comparbg 
Chaneli with Chanels, which was abun* 
dantly ufeful, Italum^ Sfanifb^ French^ 
and Dutch Languages. 

The DefigQ, as the Preface tells us, was 
not to make a Tranflation altc^ther new, 
nor yet to make of a bad one a good 
one, but to make a good one better ; or 
of many ones, one principal good one, not 
juftly to be excepted againft. 

But this glorious Work did not want 
Detradors to defame it ; the Romanics 
much excepted hereat. Was their Tran- 
flation (lay they) good before ? Why do 
they now mend it ? Was it not good ? 
Why was it obtruded upon the People ? 
Thefe obferve not, that whilft thus in 
their Pailion they fcek to lafh the Pro-' 
teftants, their Whip flies in the Faces of 
the moft learned and pious Fathers, efpe- 
cially St. Jerom^ who, not content with the 
former Tranflations of the Septuaginty 
SymacuSy and others, did himfelf tranflate 
the Old T'efiament out of the Hebrew. Yea, 
their Cavil recoils on themfelves, and their 
own Vulgar Tranflation, whereof they have 
fo many and different Editions, Jfidarfv 
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ClaviuSy a famous Papift, obfervcd and 
amended, as he fays, Eight Thoulaod 
Faults in the Vulgar Lath. And fincc 
his Time, how do the Paris Editions 
differ from the Louvaine^ and Hentemus\ 
from them both ? How infinite' are the 
Differences of that which Pope Clement 
the Vlllth publiflied, from another which 
Sixtus ^intusj his immediate Predceeffor, 
let forth ? Thus we fee, to better and 
refine Tranflations, hath ever been ac- 
counted a commendable Pradice, even in 
our Advcrferies. 

Befides this, the Romanics take Excep- 
tion, becaufe in this our new Tranflation, 
the various Senfes of Words are fct in the 
Margin. This they conceive a ftiaking 
of the Certainty of the Scriptures, luch 
Variations being as Suckers to be pruned 
off, becaule they rob the Stock of the 
Text of its due Credit and Reputation. 
But on lerious Thoughts it will appear 
that thefe Tranflators, affixing the Diver- 
lity of the Meaning of Words in the 
Margin, deferve Commendations for their 
Modefty and Humility therein. For tho' 
all Things that are neceffary to Salvation 
are plainly fet down in the Scriptures, yet 
feeing there is much DiflBiculty and Doubt- 
fulncfs (not in Dodrinal, but) in Mat- 
ters of le£s Importance, Fearfulnefs did 
better beiecm the Tranflators than Con- 
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fidencc, cntring in fuch Cafes a Cititiod^ 
where Word« are of different Acccpta** 
tions. 

Some of .the Presbyterians were not 
well pleafed with this Tranflation, liit- 
peding it would abate the Repute of that 
of Geneva^ with their Annotations made 
by the Englijh Exiles, and printed with 
the general Liking of the People, above 
Thirty times over. And fome com- 
plained that they could not fee into the 
Scnfe of the Scriptures, for the lack of 
thofe Geneva Annotation?. But to fay 
nothing of the Defefts and Faults of thofe 
Annotations, (tho' the beft in thofe Times 
which are extant in Englijh) thefe Notes 
were fo tuned to that Tranflation alone, 
that they would jar with any other, and 
could no way be fitted to this new Edition 
of the Bible. 

Some of our Church alfo would pretend 
to find Errors and Miftakes in it. (and 
no Body thinks it wholly free) Mr. Walton 
in the Life of Bifhop Sanderfon gives a 
remarkable Inftance of this : Dr. KUby^ 
an excellent Critick in the Hebrew Tongue, 
Profeffor of it in the Univerfity, a pcrfeft 
Grecian^ and one of the Translators, go- 
ing into the Country, took Mr. Sanderfon 
to bear him Company. Being at the 
Church on Sunday^ they found the yoraijg 
Preacher to have no more Difcrction, than 
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to wafic a great Part of the Time allotted 
for his Sermon in Exceptions againft the 
late Tranflation of feveral Words, (not 
excepting fuch a Hearer as Dr. Kilby) 
and fliew'd Three Realbns why a parti- 
cular Word fliould have been otherwifc 
tranilated. The Preacher in the Evening 
was invited to the Dodor's Friend's 
Houfe, where, after fome other Confe- 
rence, the Dodor told him, he might have 
preached more ufefiil Dodrine, and not 
have fiU'd his Auditors Ears with need- 
lefi Exceptions againft the late Tranfla* 
tion ; and for that Word, for which he 
ofifered that poor Congregation Three Rea- 
lbns, why it ought to have been tranflate^ 
as he faid, he and others had confidered 
all them, and found Thirteen more con- 
liderable Reafons, why it was tranflated 
as now printed. And told him, if his 
Friend, (Mr. Sanderjon) then attending 
•him, fhould prove Guilty of fuch Indis- 
cretion, he Ihould forfeit his Favour. To 
which Mr. Sanderfon faid, he hop'd he 
fliould not. 

At a Grand Committee for Religion, in 
a pretended Parliament fummoncd by 0//- 
ver Cromwell Anno 1(^56, it was ordered 
that a Sub-Committee fliould advife with 
Pr. Walton^ Mr. Hughesy Mr. Cafile^ 
Mr. Ckrky Mr. Poulky Dr. Cudworthy and 
fuch others as they thought proper, to 
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confider of the Tranilations and Impreffions 
of the Bible, and to offer their Opinion 
therein to the Committee, and that it 
ihould be more particularly recommended 
to Bulftrode M^hitlocky one of the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, to take Care 
of that Affair. The Committee met fre- 
quently at fVhitlock*% Houfe, where the 
learned Men in the Oriental Languages 
attended, made many Obfervations upofl 
this Subjeft, and pretended to difcover 
fome Miftakes in the laft EngUjh Tranfla- 
tion, which yet they allowed w^s the beft 
extant. They took a great deal of Pains 
in this Bufineii, which yet came to no- 
thing by the Diflblution of the Parliament. 

After the Reftoration, the King granted 
a Commiffion j4nno id(Ji, to fcveral Per- 
fons to review the Liturgy, in Order to 
have it farther accommodated to a gene- 
ral Satisfaction, and the Biihop of London's 
Lodgings in the Savoy were appointed for 
the Place of Meeting, when the Presbyte* 
rian Divines delivered in their Exceptions 
to the Common-Prayer, together with the 
additional Forms and Alterations which 
they defired. One of their Exceptions 
was, that there were many Defefts ob- 
ferved in the Verfion of the Scriptures ufcd 
in the Liturgy, that it was either obib- 
lete in Language, or miftaken in Senfc, 
as they endeavoured to proye in feveral 
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Inftanccs; they therefore moved that this 
Verfion might be ftruck out, and the new 
Tranflation allowed by Authority fubfli- 
tuted inftead thereof. To which the 
CommifEoncrs on the Liturgy's Part re- 
turned their Anfwer, wherein they were 
willing that all the Epiftles and Golpels, 
be ufed according to the laft Tranflation, 
but that the Pfalms be ufed after the for- 
mer Tranflation, mentioned in the Ku- 
brick, and printed according to it j which 
was done accordingly. 

Leave we then thefe worthy Men the 
Tranflators, now all of them gathered to 
their Fathers, whofe Induftry, Skilfulnels, 
Piety, and Difcretion, hath therein bound 
the Church unto them, in a Debt of Ipe- 
cial Remembrance and Thankfulnefi. 
Thefe with Jacob Gen. xxix. rolled away 
the Stone from the Mouth of the Well of 
Life, fo that now even RacheFs weak 
Women, may freely come both to drink 
themfelves, and water the Flock of their 
Families at the fame. And the Church 
has not only permitted all Believers, with- 
out Diftindion of Age or Sex, to read 
thefe Holy Books, but always exhorted 
them to do fb ('till thefe lafl Ages) by the 
Mouths of its Paflors, without excluding 
any. It has exhorted Children to it, that 
according to the Example of fimothy^ they 
might be nourifhed and brought up in the 
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Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. It has 
exhorted Catechumens to it^ and admit- 
ted them to hear the Word of God, tho' 
it excluded them from its Myfteries, that 
they might conceive a Veneration and Re»* 
fped for the Religion which they em- 
braced. It has exhorted Women, Maids, 
and young Widows to it, that they might 
learn from it their feveral Duties, and by a 
continual Meditation on it, arrive to a 
greater Perfedion of Spiritual Life. It has 
exhorted to it the Ignorant, and Men o£ 
low Degree, being perfuaded that y^Jus 
Chriji had chofen fuch, even before the 
Great and Wife ; and that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, tho' they contain Myfterics and 
very liiblime Things in them, are never- 
thclefs fuited to the Capacities of all Per- 
fons, and accommodated to the Under- 
ftanding of the meaneft Readers, io that a 
Mechanick, a Servant, a poor Woman, and 
die moft ignorant of Men may profit by 
reading them. It has exhorted to it not 
only fuch as profefs to lead a Spiritual Life, 
but thole who live in the World, who have 
a Family and Imployment, that they might 
find there a Support for their Weaknefi, 
in the midft of the Dangers to which the 
Occupations of this World expofe them, 
and Aflfifta^ce againft the Temptations, to 
which they are continually liable. It ha$ 
exhorted to it Sinners, and Peribns engaged 
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in a vicious Courfe, that they might there 
feek a Remedy for their Spiritual Diftem- 
pers ; and hearfcning to the Voice of Godj 
and being cnlightned by his Word, might 
be fenfible of their Errors, and embrace the 
Means of breakmg off the Chains of their 
wicked Cuftoms. So that neither Age, nor 
Sex, nor Ingenuity, nor want of Capacity, 
nor a Man's Profeffion, nor the Condition 
he is in, have been ever looked upon as 
fofficient Reafons to forbid Chriftians to 
read the Holy Scriptures. In a Word, the 
Church has not only exhorted all Believers 
to read them, hut told them, by the Mouths 
of the holy Fathers, that 'tis the Devil, 
who diverts Chriftians from fo doing. It 
has reproved and blamed thofc who ne- 
gleded it, and declared that the Ignorance 
of the Holy Scriptures, is one of the chief 
Caufes of all our Miferies ; that from 
thence, as from an unhappy Spring, had 
proceeded innumerable Difbrdcrs ; that 
thence came luch a Swarm of Herefies, 
fuch Depravation of Manners, luch a Mul- 
titude of ufelefs Labours, and vain Im* 
ployments, in which Chriftians engaged 
themfelves. 

Happy ! thrice happy ! hath our EngUJh 
Nation been, fince God hath given it learn- 
ed Tranflators, to exprefs in our Mother 
Tongue the Heavenly Myfteries of his 
holy Word, delivered to his Church jn the 
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Hebrew and Greek Languages; who altho 
they may have in fome Matters of nc 
Importance unto Salvation^ as Men, beer 
deceived and miftafcen, yet have thcj 
faithfully delivered the whole Subftance oi 
the Heavenly Doftrine, contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, without any Heretical 
Tranflations, or wilful Corruptions. With 
what Reverence, Joy, and Gladnels then 
ought we to receive this Blefling ? Let us 
read the Scriptures with an humble, modeftj 
and teachable Difpofition, with a Willing- 
nefi to embrace all Truths which are plain- 
ly delivered there, how contrary ioever 
to our own Opinions and Prejudices ; and 
in Matters of Difficulty, readily hearken to 
the Judgment of our Teachers, and thofe 
that are fet over us in the Lord ; check 
every prefumptuous Thought or Realbning 
which exalts it fclf againft any of thole 
Myfterious Truths therein revealed. And ii 
we thus fearch after the Truth in the Love 
of it, we Ihall not mifs of finding that 
Knowledge, which will make us wife unto 
Salvation. 
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